THE JUNIOR 
BOOKSHELF 


VoL. THIRTEEN 
NuMBER THREE 
Octoser, 1949 


Cons. 
CONTENTS 
s | 


EDITORIAL 


TRIBUTE TO V. H. DRUMMOND 
by M. S. Croucw 


Mrs. BURNETT OF MAYTHAM 
HALL 


by Marcaret J. BAKER 


THE NEW BOOKS 


For Issuzs —— PUBLISHED AT — 


Per ANNUM ——_————— STRINES HOUSE 


SusscripTion 6/- ——— — KIRKBURTON — 


Sinoiz Copizs 2/- ——_______—- HUDDERSFIELD 
TIT 











—— Harrap Junior Books 


COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS Louise Hall Tharp 


The story of the beginnings and growth of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company by an author who knows the north-western 
part of the American continent intimately. Jilustrated. 


7/6 net 


RAIL OF FROZEN GOLD ' W. N. Glynne-Jones 


A boys’ adventure story concerning gold-prospectors in 
Alaska, which will probably interest fathers and uncles 
as well. Jllustrated. 7/6 net 


tHE RISKY QUEST Noel Harrower 


A rousing adventure story of barbaric pirates, set in the 
early eighteenth century, and written when the author 
was only fourteen years of age. IJilustrated. 6/- net 





ANIMAL INN Virginia Moe 


The story of the Trailside Museum of natural history on 
the shores of Lake Michigan. With 78 illustrations in 
line. 7/6 net 





MOSSY GREEN THEATRE Mary Dunn 


A charming book for young readers by Mary Dunn, well- 
known reviewer of children’s books. There is to be a 
broadcast adaptation at Christmas. J/lustrated by Astrid 
W alford. 8/6 net 


LITTLE MISS PINK 
LITTLE MISS PINK AT THE GREAT HOUSE 
Rodney Bennett 
The third and fourth books in the Little Miss Pink 


series, which received such commendation on the appear- 
ance of the first two titles a short time ago. Ji/ustrated 
by Astrid Walford. Each 3/6 net 
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AUTUMN BOOKS 


OLDER 


M. E. ATKINSON 





THE THIRTEENTH 


David Severn 
TREASURE 
FOR THREE 


Illustrated 7s 6d 


Frank Crisp 
THE SEA 
ROBBERS 


Illustrated 8s 6d 


ADVENTURE 


Norman Dale 
SKELETON 
ISLAND 


Illustrated 7s 6d 


Robb White 


THE 
LION’S PAW 


Illustrated 7s 6d 
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Coming shortly 


ELIZABETH GORELL 
Don’t Go Out of Sight 


“ 
Ted 
i 


Miranda 


Miranda was waiting for mother to 
come home with a new baby. Imagine 
what a surprise she got when they arrived 
and the baby turned out to be a mermaid! 
Miranda was delighted. But looking after 
a mer-baby isn’t easy and they made all 
sorts of mistakes. Then the mermaids stole 
Marina back to the sea and _ brave 
Miranda had to go all the way to the 
strange blue island where the mer-people 
live to bring her little sister home again. 


Illustrated in blue & black by Sheila Bishop. 6s. 


ROBERT LAWSON 
Robbut: A Tale of Tails 


Robbut was a Rabbit of imagin- 
1jien and dariag but without 
uch common-sense. He was 
iwith his tail. The story tells 
borrowed different tails 


trom other animals with some- 
umes amis sometimes disas- 
trous result Robert Lawson, 


ilinstratorof Ferdinand the Bull, 
can write and draw with equal 
cherm and his story and many 
lovely sepia lithographs are 
woven into a whole which is as 
lelizhtful to look at as it is 
entertaining. 8s. 6d. 


tiki AH RETIN EM A N N tttttctotctcick 





*k* 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
oof 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
: 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


be ee a a ee 









SOR RR RR eR it et ea feat ao eae eo ee oo ee a a oor a ot ot fo 


—— 
- me 


Sob bbb bb bbb bb tb bt 


i J 





NOEL STREATFEILD 
The Painted Garden 


The story of an English family’s visit to 
Hollywood and of how Jane gets a part in a 
film. ‘I feel it is quite the best thing she has 
done for children yet, and steps well ahead of 
even Ballet Shoes.” —ELEANOR GRAHAM 
Illustrated by Ley Kenyon 8s. 6d. 





NEW PONY BOOKS 
SPRING SHOW 
by Helen O’Clery 


More adventures of the O’Meara family who enter their 
pony for the Dublin Spring Show. Author of Sparks Fly. 


New novels by the three “ riding and writing ”’ sisters 


C. PULLEIN-THOMPSON 


We Hunted Hounds 


D. PULLEIN-THOMPSON 
The Pennyfields 


J. PULLEIN-THOMPSON 
Plenty of Ponies 
Illustrated each 8s. 6d. 
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© REPRINT REVIEW @ 


Reprints of our Children’s Books, unobtainable for years, 
have been slowly re-appearing. “The whole dozen JOHN 
& MARY (each 7s. 6d.) books are, we are proud to say 
now available, while the 15th impression of THE 
FAMILY FROM ONE-END STREET (8s. 6d.) will be 
out for Christmas. As new impressions of long out-of- 
print titles are easy to miss, we list herewith some of out 
reprints and cheap editions in stock this season. 


BLUE WILLOW Doris Gates 
The first Doris Gates book published here. 55. 
MUTINY AT MIDNIGHT Edouard Stackpoie 
By the author of the new Madagascar Jack. 6s. 
POLLY AT MERRYDALE Agnes Nankivell 
A country story for girls. 6s. 
THE THREE SNEEZES Roger Duvoisin 
Swiss folk tales by the Caldecott Medal winner. 7s. 6d. 
SHIPss J. S. Redshaw 
Finely illustrated book on British shipbuilding. 9s. 6d. 
THE HOUSE THAT RAN BEHIND B. Todd & 
E. Boumphrey 

Four children’s adventures in a caravan. 6s. 
MR. WILMER Robert Lawson 
The humorous tale of an “ animal interpreter.” 5s. 
TWO ON A SAFARI Georgina Battiscombe 
Adventure in Africa. 4s. 6d. 
DOMINIC Diana Buttenshaw 
About a boy and his animal friends. 4s. 6d. 


Pits HORSE FROM INDIA Brian Fairfax-Lucy 


A schoolboy’s adventures as a jockey. 4s. 6d. 


THE HOUSE OF THE LADYBIRD Phyllis L. Norris 


A family holiday adventure tale in Devon. 4s. 6d. 


EDERICK MULLER 
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JUVENILE FICTION 





| 
BOYS. (Age 9-15) Illustrated 


BERENGER TO THE RESCUE 1) 
by Douglas V. Duff. 6s. 6d. net | 


BULLEN OF THE ‘BRIGADIER’ | | 
Peter Wickloe. 5s. 6d. net 
STORM OVER THE ADRIATIC 
Douglas Castle. 5s. 6d. net 
MISSING, BELIEVED LOST 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Percy F. Westerman. ds. net 














GIRLS (Age 9-15) Illustrated 
| 


WELL DONE ALISON! 








Sheila Stuart s. 6d. net 
| eis 
|| ‘HE SECRET OF THE RANGE 1) 
| .- B. Rutlev. Xs. Od. net iI) 
i 
|| HILARY’S DIFFICULT TERM | 
Daphne Ramart. 6s. 6d. net 

MME METEOR LIBRARY. New Editions {fj 
A splendid series of first-rate stories by popular authors 
| r titles for girls and four titles for boys. 3s. 6d. net eacl 
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BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Summer Term at Highlands 
ELIZABETH TARRANI 
An unusual and exciting story of school life. (12-15 years) 
Cr. 8vo. 212 pp. Illustrated with colour jacket. \/- net. 
The Seven Stones Mystery 
GLADYS MITCHELI 
Pam Stewart finds thrilling adventure in the quest for a golden 
cup. (12-15 years). Cr. 8vo. 224 pp. Illustrated with colour 
jacket. 6/- net. 
4 Green Fox 
KATHLEEEN MACKENZIE 


All who like books about the country, riding and hunting will 
enjoy this new story of the four Pentire Girls. (13-15 years) 
Cr. 8vo. 248 pp. Illustrated with colour jacket. 6/- net. 


Ben of the Barrier 
RONALD SYME 
A breathless tale of pearl-diving and treachery on reef-locked 
Thursday Island. (12-14 vears). , 
(4; Svo. 208 pp. Illustrate d with colour jacket. 
Up the River and over the Lea 
4. €C. UNCLES 


John and Mary, on holiday in Wales, meet new friends and 
make a wonderful discovery. (9-12 vears 
Cr. 8vo. 150 pp. Illustrated with colour jacket. >/- net. 


CHEAP EDITIONS 
Odds Against HARCOURT BURRAGE 
Cr. 8vo. Illustrated with colour jacket. (11-14 vears) 4/6 net. 
The House on the Cliffs RITA COATTS 


Cr. 8vo. Illustrated with colour jacket (12-14 years) 4/6 net. 


—————T—_ EVANS 

















LUTTERWORTH PRESS 





MALCOLM SAVILLE 


Hundreds of boys and girls 
write to Malcolm Saville 
concerning his exciting 
Jillies books—here is their 
latest adventure. 
STRANGERS AT SNOW- 
FELL in which the Jillies’ 
train bound for Scotland be- 
comes snowbound in the 
neighbourhood of Shap. A 
wallet is dropped into their 
carriage by a young man who 
is obviously being pursued, 
and in returning it they be- 
come involved in one of the 
most exciting episodes ot 
their eventful lives. 

7s. 6d. net. 





The two previous Jillies’ books are still available: 


REDSHANK’S WARNING concerns the Jillies’ holids 
B I n Norfolk The i hoped for son ip} bird 
i 1 | f nd 1 citing thing 
tt clete s and spl 
ling uri pon peaceful scen s. 6d. n 


rWO FAIR PLAITS finds Prue, Mandy and Tim, in a Lon 


idventure A cl i is abducted from a Birming 


i 
London train in a winter fog, and taken to a ‘narrow boat 
n tl Regent's Canal, and from there to moored barges in 
LT t R ct rhe Jillies find endless adventure in searctl 
-— nd finally rescuing the kidnapped child 7s. 6d. net 


SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE LEAFLET 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS, 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4. 
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NEW NELSON BOOKS 


John and Jennifer at the Circus 
his is the fifth ‘Jennifer book, devised and photographed 
by Gee Denes. Here is all the thrill of the Big Top in 
beautiful colour photographs. 7s 6d 


Blue Door Venture 
PAMELA BROWN. The sequel to The Swish of the 


Curtain and Golden Pavements, both ot which were 


broadcast in the “Children’s Hour.” It tells of the furthe 
stagé experiences of the boys and girls who started ¢ 
Blue Door Theatre. 

Illustrated by Newton Whittaker. /s 6d 


New 6s Rewards 
The Redgold Guineas 


Je remy Down lL ater 





M. WILLIAMS A lively ar { WAC | , 
uu g tor of hoolboy j t 
igglers in an East Co ea} ‘ . ’ 
Illustrated by Lindsay Cable ‘ rted P \ 
The Runswick Treasure ; 
GEORGE NORMAN The hunt for 
Viking treasure ranges over England Cloud 2 land 
Norway 1 Germany and involves \ ON NOBLI 
many thrilling adventure Illustrated ; © aia. alee 
by J. Pi ps Patterson thr: 
The Sea of the Sunken Lands : 
EDWARD NOBLI A ta fa i strated by S&S. D 
re |} the Pacific Illus 
ke B kshat 


The Secret of Hollow Hill 


GARRY HOGG. A story of adventure in the West 
morland hills by the author of Sealed Orders and Ex 
plorers Awheel. 

Illustrated by Drake Brookshaw. 7s 6d 


These titles are only a selection from Nelson’s many 


Children’s Books and Reprints. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD 
PARKSIDE - EDINBURGH 
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FZ 17; Books for =a xs | 
sam! Sn A> 
> o» m ® = Pee 
Zd.r | YOUNG PEOPLE - i ¥ 
5 fk ‘ ‘f z \ ‘ ia < AY) 
4 Ny My For Children of Ay Ay : | 
Mat if) 10 to 15 Years ay" 
Reward Books 4/6 net each 
With 4-colour jacket and frontespiece. | | 
and 12 line Illustrations. ii | 
NO QUARTER by Eric Leyland 
HAUNTED HANGERS by George E. Rochester 
iii THREE HANSES by Julian David 
VENTURE TO THE MAIN by Leslie Morley 
MULLLION by Mabel Esther Allan | 
UNWELCOME VISITOR by Cecily Sandbach 
PONIES AT WESTWAYS by Constance M. White | 
HIMIBERLINE TALES by Rutherford Montgomery 
New Chestnut Library 8/6 net each 


Each book contains 16 half-tone illustrations. 


GREATHEART by Joseph E. Chipperfield 


BLACK LIGHTNING by Denis Clark | 
BOOMER by Denis Clark — || | 
GREY CHIEFTAIN by Joseph E, Chippertield | | 
JAN by G. W. Barrington = |} | 
Hi | 

7/6 net each | 

PANZA by J. Harold Carpenter || 


STORM OF DANCERWOOD | by Joseph E. Chipperfield — |} 
WILDERNESS CHAMPION by Joseph W. Lippincott — |} 


== HutchinsoN == 
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FABER CHILDREN’S BOOKS | 





The Forest and the Kingdom 
MERIOL TREVOR 


This story of a little boy’s adventures in the strange but curious 
ly familiar land of Insula will delight all imaginative children. 
Illustrated by Philip Hepworth 8/6 


Detectives in the Hills JEAN HENSON 
The author of River Detectives tells an exciting story of what 
happened to a family of children and their friends when they 
found themselves alone in an isolated farmhouse in the winter 


snows. Illustrated by Kathleen Walker. 8/6 


Frederic Chopin—Son of Poland 
OPAL WHEELER 
Che new volume in the Great Musicians series gives an absorb 
ing account of the youth of Frederic Chopin, who was probably 
the greatest composer for the piano the world has ever known. 
Illustrated by Christine Price. 9/6 


Nelson the Sailor RUSSELL GRENFELI 


Readers of The Bismarck Episode will recall Captain Grenfell’s 
mastery of Naval matters, and in this short life of Britain’s 
most famous Admiral, he gives a vivid but factual picture of 
Nelson’s life. Illustrated. 8/6 


Seribbling Lark HENRY WILLIAMSON 
The author of Tarka the Otter tells a fascinating story of how 
an old horse won the Derby, aided by his animal and human 
friends. 7/6 
Stories from the Bible 

WALTER DE LA MARE 


A re-issue, i/lustrated by Irene Hawkins. 12/6 
Ten Tales of Tim Rabbit atlson UTTLEY 


These delightful stories are now available again. 


Illustrated by C. F. Tunnicliffe. 4/6 








new BELL books 


Marooned in Du-bu Cove 
by EVELYN CHEESMAN 
uthor of ‘Six-Legged Snakes in New Guinea ete. 
\ famous naturalist shows that she can also write a first 
rate adventure story, a story of the Robinson Crusoe life 
of children wrecked in a lonely cove set in the New 
(Guinea background she knows so well. Age \\ up. 


Splendid illustrations by Jack Matthew. 8s. Od. net 
The Voyage of the Indian Brig 

by WINIFRED HOLMES 

author of * Takhi's Hunting 
I hree children make an adventurous voyage in the com 
pany of a fine captain from whom they learn much about 
sailing ships and about the islands and legends of the 
Indian Ocean. Written from personal knowledge of the 
background. 


{ge 11 up. Illustrated by Jack Matthew. Ss. 6d. net. 


Columbus Sails 
vritten and illustrated by C. WALTER HODGES 
A re-issue of the original, magnificently illustrated edition 
of this fine book. ‘I should back it with my shirt,’ said 
I1. E. Bates ‘ for a boy of 10-14.’ ‘ The care lavished on 
it is amply justified.”—Eleanor Grahame. 
D, ny Svo. Qs 


The Model Shipbuilder 


by Commdr. J. K. HUTCHISON, R.N., former 
Keeper of the Dept. of Ship Models, Science Museum, 

and Commdr. GERALD G. PORTCH, R.N. 
[his book originated from a Children’s Hour broadcast 
that brought in a mail that was a record at that time. 
A book by experienced sailors who describe how to design 
and build working model ships suitable for young or in- 
experienced model builders. Lavishly illustrated. 


Royal Swvo. Age 13 up. 12s 


. Od. nei 


. 6d. net 


Published by G. BELL AND SONS, LTD. 
YORK HOUSE, PORTUGAL ST., LONDON, W.C.2 




















THE WONDERFUL SUMMER Jocelyn Brooke 


A delightful y by a well-known young writer about 
three children wt ire Offered a prize if they can tind an 
extremely rare orchid, and al t the fun they had while 

t I at Strar 


| Wit tions | Kenyon 7s. 6d. 


ith stra 8 Le is 
THE LOOT RUNNERS P. H. Newby 
A thrilling story |} ne f ir foremost novelists about 
a gang that smuggled treasur between Britain and 
America, until they wer thwarted by a small band f 
quite ordinary people 
SNOW DOG Jim Elgard 
Here ji l tor ! n \ 1 won't be able t 
st reading I! bout tl great snowfields of Nort 
America where animal nd men fight their way in con 
ant danger fro! WoOlve famin ice and blizzard 
gq 7s. 6d 











BASILL @aeesyyy 







THE MYSTERY OF 
MOORSIDE FARM 


— 7 
Geoffrey Trease 
@, Three new exciting stories of modern times for boys and girls. 


Illustrated 6s. net 


OVER THE TREE TOPS 
Rose Fyleman 


@, A book for younger children by the author of ‘Widdy-Widdy- 
Wurkey.’ 


Many Illustrations 5s. met. 


Send for list of Children’s Books 


BLACKWELL : OXFORD ss 











BOOKS FOR JUNIORS 





We unquestionably carry one of the largest stocks 
in the British book trade, and by largest we mean 
not only quantity but also selection. 





This is well-known to a wide circle of customers 
in all parts of the kingdom who regularly select from 
our stockrooms. 


If you are requiring supplies why not pay us a 


visit of inspection? We are confident you will be 
pleased. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 


CORPORATION STREET - PRESTON 














- FOUR NEW BOOKS OF MERIT FOR CHRISTMAS { 





Tank Engine Thomas Butterflies on the Wing 


Again L. HUGH NEWMAN, 
REV. W. AWDRY sheaeinaneadcneaintis 
ta a to well-known and A beautifully illustrated and authoritativ 
Series’’ book by an acknowledged expert who is a 
You a . , rder resident member of the B.B.C. Children 
sh< she ull cl 64 pages, 30 full- Hour “Natu Parliament No. 6 in th 
ur ft 4/- net “Truth in a Tale’’ series 
5$ x 41n., full cloth, 64 pages, 10 magmificent 
Bobby Brewster full-colour plates and 7 line drawings 3/6 net 
. ’ 
and the Winkers’ Club 
H. E. TODD The Impossible Term 
Se 1 amusing trated stories about a ’ . 
onan DAVID MORRIS 
t t arity poll for st s on the An experienced author of rewards writes a 
BRA Mid i ¢ j ys H the wholesome and healthy story for girl 
ttl rs, and have also been televised A tale that is packed with action ar 
character 
th, 96 pages, 92 amusing Crown 8vo, full cloth, 192 pages, coloure 
tt lour lip 6/- net frontispiece and jacket s/- 





EDMUND WARD «- 16 NEW STREET ~* LEICESTER 
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Have you ever tried to 
Write exciting stories 
will thrill the 


CAN Y OU: ay Wher uae tee 
~ hand and writ 

a 500—1,500 word short 

VOL stor) _ articl m 





E X TEME I | 
acC ¢ | Lé d | 
men i will be paid 
th eee ee 
X and will be I a ’. rtheoming 
of EXCITEMENT. Es 
new issue of EXCITEMENT will contain ¢ iting amie aaa | 
kinds....sporting, adventure, detective and school stories as well | 
as a special full-colour ‘ cigarette card’ supplement of STARS 
OF SPORT Get a copy of Excitement N 1 and see for yourself 
the sort of writing we are looking fo! | Lils on page 87 a 
all you need to know! Remember EXCITEMENT will publis! 
YOUR story, if it’s good enough! St ‘ nd send a stamp 
and addressed envelope for return of I iscript 
*EXCITEMENT No. 1—100 pages of fi class stories and arti 
cles with a unique picture supplement of STARS OF SPORT 
Price ONLY 1/6 Ask your newsagent or bookseller to let you 
have a copy, or write direct to the 
Editor, ‘‘ EXCITEMENT,” (Dept. J.B.) PERRY COLOUR BOOKS 
LIMITED, 11, Buckingham Street, Adeiphi, W.C.2. 








Dusty’s Windmill Kitty Barne 


A swiftly moving Sussex mystery story by the 
Family Footlights, Visitors from London, etc. 
MARCIA LANE FOSTER. 


The Cat Who Went 
to Heaven Elizabeth Coatsworth 


A lovely tale by the well-known American writer, based on a 
Chinese legend. [Illustrated by JOAN KIDDELL MONRO in 
colour-lithography. A book to appeal to all cat-lovers, and 
indeed to all adults as much as children 7s. 6d. net 


Coconut Island — Robert Gibbings 


An exciting adventure story, by the famous author-artist, 
of two children in the South Seas, with about 80 wood 
engravings by GIBBINGS. 8s. 6d. net 


author of 
Illustrated by 
8s. 6d. net 
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The Book of 
Wiremu 


ss. net 









By Stella Morice Illustrated in colour 


This book was awarded the 
ESTHER GLEN MEMORIAL PRIZI 


in New Zealand for 


THE BEST CHILDREN’S BOOK PUBLISHED IN 1944 


Wiremu is a little Maori boy born to a life that offers small material wealth 
But it is the Maori way to derive much happiness from small things, and 
Wiri thinks there is nothing finer than his uncle’s two-roomed wooder 


me, furnished with mattresses of sacking, pillows made of sugar bags, a 


rough table and a single chair. Their best friend is the river where Wiri play 
| day in the summer, and which brings occasional great riches —a shee] 
irried down-river by the floods, precious river-borne planks of wood o1 
ting maize cobs for the planting — to add a little luxury to their lives 
Wiri and his uncle quietly accept the inevitability of occasional hunger an: 
constant quest for the means of existence. That, to them, is life as they 


now it. Children in this country will find a friend in Wiri, for the author 
told her story with simplicity and conviction. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS : 
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THE 
JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 


OCTOBER 1949 
Editorial 

ECENTLY there has graced the pages ol 

the Bookseller a correspondence, inaugurated 

by Miss Enid Blyton, about children’s reading 

interests and about children’s Classics. Miss 

Blyton’s point of view was subsequently 
reinforced by Captain W. E. Johns. <A formidable 
pair these, and the correspondents who took a different 
view must have been aware, before they entered the 
lists, that they were not likely to bring the correspond 
ence to a high level of usefulness because Miss Blyton’s 
letter showed such a fundamental belief in the value 
of Miss Blyton’s books that discussion could lead 
nowhere. At this moment of writing no reply has 
appeared to Captain Johns. 

We do not propose to join in this wordy battle for 
the moment though we expect shortly to devote some 
space to it. We mention it now because the corres- 
pondence brings to mind certain discussions at the 
Library Association Conference at Eastbourne and out 
own experiences in dealing with children’s librarians. 

We are aware that it is not unusual for influential 
librarians in this country to criticise adversely the work 
of children’s librarians in America. ‘They may be 
correct in their suggestions that fewer children in 
\merica use the libraries than is the case in Britain. 
What we do know is that children’s librarians in 
America have a policy and that they have the courage 
of their convictions. The fact that little Tommy wants 
to read the latest counterpart to Biggles or little Elsie 
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wallows in every new Enid Blyton would not be used 
as a reason for buying these books if in the librarian: 
judgment they were not of a sufficiently high standard 
This would seem to indicate that in America the public 
library is conceived as being of an _ educationa 
importance. 

In Britain there has never been, so far as we have 
been able to ascertain, any attempt to formulate 
policy in regard to library work with children. It is 
all very hit and miss. ‘The Library Association does 
not appear to have come to any decision as to whethe1 
the function of a public library is merely to spend the 
wea ae Sor money on just anything whatsoever that is 

1 book form, or whether this institution is in any de 
gree a part of our national educational system. ‘There 
does, on the other hand, appear much evidence that 
quantity rather than quality in the books borrowed i 
considered the more important. 

We are happily aware that there are many libraries 
where an effort is made to keep a high standard. There 
are many librarians who say, ‘““We must have this book 
because it is good”. But we know of no librarian who 
says, “We will not have this because it is not good” 
if the author concerned is in very popular demand. 
Constantly the excuse is heard, “We don’t like these 
but we must get them because the children wallow in 
them” 

Why this sense of compulsion? Every librarian 
exercises a personal censorship throughout his career. 
It may be that he refrains from buying the Babar 
books because they will not fit his shelves or the ‘boxes 
in which the consignments are sent to village libraries, 
or because they are not bound in cloth. He may refuse 
to buy very small books. Some he may reject because 
the price is too high for his pocket. Some few 


SHEL! 


sea 
an s 
ard 
blic 


yna! 


LAV’ 
ie 2 
[t is 
loes 
thet 
the 
it is 
de 
acre 
that 
d is 


ries 
nere 
0k 
who 
” 

and. 
hese 
Vv in 


rian 
reer. 
ibar 
OXeS 
ries, 
fuse 
auSE 
few 





HE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 119 
librarians we are glad to note, sometimes reject a book 
because its illustrations are not good. 

These and others are put forward as good reasons 
for not buying certain books. Is it too much to ask 
that the librarian should refuse to harbour books that 
do not come up to the standard of quality of which he 
approves? 

Has the Library Association, as a body representing 
and guiding its members, any fundamental belief in 
its mission? We hear much lip service paid to the 
great part the public libraries are playing in the in- 
tellectual and cultural life of our country. Surely if 
our libraries are content to stock books which they 
themselves know perfectly well are tenth rate we are 
justified in wondering whether there is anything more 
than lip service in such claims. 

There can be no doubt that the lack of specialised 
training for children’s librarians in this country is 
partly responsible for the state of affairs we have de- 
plored above. Our children’s library service has no 
traditions which new entrants may cherish; no stan 
dards to which they may measure up their work, and 
the Library Association seems not to have grasped the 
fundamental and obvious truth that a building is built 
from the bottom and that the foundations are more 
important than the elegance of the decoration. 
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Tribute to V. H. Drummond 
By M. S. CROUCH 


OT long ago, in a village school on Romn« 
Marsh, | came upon a group of nine-year 


olds gathered round a picture book. It was 


a cheerful group, for the teacher was out o! 

the room, and laughter was unconfined. lt 
was not the hesitant laughter of a joke imperfectly com 
prehended, or the silly giggle of the self-conscious and 
inhibited, but the rich inward chuckle which pays tri 
bute to a joke of universal appeal. The book was by 
V. H. Drummond. 

The successful author-illustrator is the rarest of 
beings. Bookshops are full of the work of highly 
talented artists whose home-made stories creak from 
page to page. Too often the link between picture and 
picture is forged by a reluctant hack; too often an 
excellent text is farmed out to a remote and unsym 
pathetic artist. The results we all know. They clutte: 
the bookseller’s shelves until auntie buys them, at re 
mainder rates, as ballast for the festive Christmas 
stocking. 

In the good picture book story and picture grow 
together in the mind of the creator. It would be as 
absurd to separate them as to re-illustrate Babar, or to 
commission Miss Blyton to provide a fresh text to ac 
company the Beatrix Potter pictures. This desired 
harmony of word and picture is nowhere more clearly 
revealed today than in the books of Miss V. H. Drum 
mond. Lacking perhaps the technical virtuosity of 
({rdizzone, her stories seem to me to be more deeply 
pondered. They have no taint of the adult mind 
There is behind their simplicity no shadow of the kind 
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ly grown-up condescending to amuse the children 
Like all good humorous books for children, they are 
essentially serious. Not a flicker of a smile disturbs 
the gravity of the narrator's features 
ne) The qualities which we have come to recognise as 
par- | characteristic of Miss Drummond’s art are to be seen 
was fully developed in her first book Phewtus the Squirrel 
t of (now, alas, no longer in print, but surely due for a new 
lt edition). Phewtus appeared only in line—the arduous 
ym | and exquisite colour-technique was evolved later—but 
ind it showed the miraculous skill in imparting personality 
tri- | and feeling to a scribble half-an-inch-square. ‘The 
by scene was the beloved London parkland, and the little 
boy was that same Julian whose ear and eye were sure 
of | ly the first to enjoy all these stories. 
hly ) Since Phewtus Miss Drummond has not hesitated 
om to experiment in style and subject. She has ventured 
and? into the realms of folk-lore in the strange and serious 
an Mountain that Laughed, her only story with a foreign 
ym setting; and in The Charming Taxicab she played, not 
tte: quite successfully, with the popular theme of the 
re personalised machine. There are delightful and 
mas | characteristic Drummond touches in this latter book 
notably in the lugubrious taxidrivers who sigh the lack 
row of “Lovely money’’—but it bears incongruous touches 
as of a transatlantic influence which may be unconscious 
rto | The main body of achievement is to be found in th 
ac- | stories of children, animals and tovs in London and 
red the country. 
irly Miss Drummond lives in London and has surrend 
im ered to the fantasy which infects the air in and around 
of the Royal Parks. For her, Kensington Gardens are an 
‘ply enchanted land, although her interpretation of this 
ind magic has, thank heaven, nothing of Peter Pan about 
ind- 4 it. The nonsense is based firmly on everyday fact. She 
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has discovered and revealed the drama and humo 
latent in imagination which roams happily amon 
familiar things, touching them with humour. How 
essentially right that Mrs. Easter should land on top « 
the Albert Memorial! And who has not wanted t 
picnic by the kerbside in Albemarle Street? hes 
books are an interpretation of the spirit of London ne 
less accurate for its conscious absurdity. She has dis 
covered the charm in those odd little park-keepers 
lodges as well as that of the streets of not-quite-centra! 
London, and her observation of policemen, taximei 
and nannies is equally accurate and kindly 


Miss Drummond, | suspect, is at her happiest whe: 
not too far from London. The farm where Miss Ann 
lruly lives is clearly Kentish, and Talavera Park, scen 
of Miyrtle’s selfless generosity and Lady Talavera’s 
munificence, seems to me to lie somewhere in the Hom« 
Counties. The setting of The Flying Postman is not 
so obvious, although I have a feeling that Mr. Mus 
vrave, for all the bucolic charms of his home, is not 
enorant of the clamour of the city 

In A/iss Anna Truly Miss Drummond's art is see 
at its happiest and most characteristic. This is 
Romeo and Juliet theme, with a happy ending en 
vineered by a deus ex machina in the person of a truly 
regal and vet entirely human king. ‘The story is full 
of touches of kindly humour, and the rich man, th 
taximan and the policeman are among the pleasantest 
ina gallery of very nice people. The childlike atmos 
phere of the story, with its sidelights on High Lit 
is strongly reminiscent of The Young Visitors. 

Lady Talavera, a memorable tale of a kindly laml 
who is rewarded with a Humphrey Heal outfit, is not 
able for its perfect picture of the complete country 
gentlewoman (who addresses a flock of sheep as con 
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dates and inspiringly as if it were the Women’s 
Institute), and for that of Trundle, the chauffeur, who 
can express extreme disapproval with the back of his 
head. He is an example of Miss Drummond's happ, 
choice of names, other rich examples of which ar 
found in Trdgte’s Innings, the story of the toy bear who 
hated cricket. Tidgie is one of the most endearing to. 
characters since Pooh; and this book is an excellent 
example of the convincing blending of fantasy and 
everyday realism which is the hallmark of the writer's 
work. 

The least characteristic of Miss Drummond's books 
is The Mountain that Laughed, a story which has re 
ceived less than its due of praise. Authors venture on 
to unfamiliar ground at their peril, for there is no con 
servative like a reader, but this excursion into the fol! 
lore of the North has produced a story of very great 
beauty. Miss Drummond has been very well treated 
by her publishers, and none of her books is shoddy in 
production; but The Mountain that Laughed is an ex 
ceptionally fine production with a grave dignity of lay 
out which matches the theme \Ithough the moun 
tain laughed, this is ~ least funny of the stories, but 
it has a strength and tenderness which is more than 
fair compensation 

The quality of Miss Drummond's stvle in line and 
prose is economy. There is no waste. Every line in 
her pictures helps to interpret the story. No words are 
spent in description which line and colour could do 
better. The stories make good material for reading 
aloud, particularly to an audience which is not too 
large to gather round and enjoy the pictures. Miss 
Drummond's is a spare, fluent prose, simple and direct, 
but she knows, as does every good writer, that children 
love the dark polysyllabic splendour of ‘fine’ writing 
and she allows an occasional rotund phrase to enrich 
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the story. Her style is by turns colloquial and mock 
literary, but never insipid. 

Everyone who has to do with children’s books must 
at times despair at the sight of deserts of colourless, | 
characterless machine-made stories, the outcome of an 
of which can be predicted from the opening paragraph 
In a hundred books, how many phrases, how many in 
cidents, how many characters stick in the memory 
One feels for a writer of Miss Drummond's qualit 
therefore, something of the awe and excitement with 
which the shipwrecked mariner sees a human being 
For here is a creative artist who draws vivid memo1 
able characters, tells tales in which unexpected and 
lively incidents take place against a_ background 
sketched with loving care and understanding, and 
whose style, as artist and writer, is free, vigorous and} 
full of personality. Anyone who has created such 
characters as Tidgie, Myrtle, Miss Anna Truly, Phew 
tus, and the long gallery of minor characters may well 
be tempted to rest content with this achievement. | 
hope, however, for more explorations of this fantasy 
world of London, more revelations of the wondering 
mind of the child, with which to combat the cheap 
facile writing and the false values of books with which 
our children are daily assailed 


By V. H. DRUMMOND 


Phewtus the Squirrel. Oxford University Press, 1939 


\Irs. Easter’s parasol. Faber, 1944. 


\liss Anna Truly. Faber, 1945. 
Lady ‘Talavera. Faber, 1946. 
lidgie’s innings. Faber, 1947. 


lhe mountain that laughed. Grey Walls Press, 1947 
lhe charming taxicab. Faber, 1947. 
lhe flying postman. Penguin, 1948. 
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ck- | Illustrated by V. H. Drummond 


Lovett, Margaret. Adventure for fivepence. Faber, 
US 1945. 


Stanford, J. K. The twelfth. Faber (adult novel) 
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Illustration by V. H. Drummond from Vidgi 


~ 
~*~ 








1°¢ THE JUNIOR BOOKSHE 


Mrs. Burnett of Maytham Hall 
By NIARGARET |. BAKER. 


HE twenty-eighth impression of Mrs 

Frances Hodgson Burnett's Secret Garden 1: 

now for sale standing in a place of honout 

in the book-sellers window. ‘The ten yea: 

old girls choose it as eagerly as their mothe: 
and grandmothers. It captures their imaginati 
holding them entranced: a book which does its wor! 
as surely and completely as Jane Eyre or Great Ey 
pectations But Nirs. Burnett's other books are no 
beside it on the shelf, they are to be found in the secon 
hand book shops, forgotten and dusty amongst tor 
annuals and discarded juvenilia 


Little Lord Fauntl roy is there with Frank Birch’s 
illustrations, Sara Crewe P Rac ketty Pac he tty Hous: 
and The Lost Prince. And her adult novels are not 
even dignified with a place on the shelf ; they are t 
be found amongst the tumbling piles in the back room 
marked down to a few pence : That Lass O' Lowrte: 
A Lady Of Quality, Dolly, T. Tembaron, The Shutti 
and Through One Administration. For the curious 
in the public library is the book she wrote about hersel: 
as a child, The One I Knew The Best Of All, and 
Vivian Burnett's life of his mother entitled The Rom 
antic Lady. It is to these books that I am indebted 
for most of my information. 


lo the admirer of The Secret Garden Mrs. Burnett's 
work looms out of the recent past like an Edwardian 
house, neglected and empty, with broken stained glass 
in the porch, ornate marble fire-places, lamps in 
wrought iron stands, and a drawing-room with water 
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ed satin wall paper, and a fret-worked overmantel 
We can see the ferns in the conservatory, the bell-pulls 
for the servants, the solid comfort of a forgotten cent 
ury. We can see sitting in that drawing-room a woman 
who signed her letters ‘Fluffy’ or ‘Fluffina’. It is the 
age of such names, of lace tea-gowns, and daring ladies 
who smoked cigarettes, of At Home days, peacocks 
feathers set in corners, and of a generation who could 
read Little Lord Fauntleroy with delight and admit 

the prospect of a little boy in velvet and lace distribut 
ing largesse to his tenants. 

But beneath the ugliness of that Edwardian mansion, 
where the winds blow through the glassless windows 
of the Gothic hall, is something that still lives. In the 
ivied walls a robin is singing, the shadows of sunlight 
play across the rose trellised wall paper in the attics 
When we have met the gay, self dramatising woman 
who could write such turgid novels as His Grace OF} 
Osmonde, underneath is the real person full of York 
shire sense, who can laugh at herself, at her boys clad 
in their velvet suits, who can sit down one day when 
she is sixty-one and write ‘The Secret Garden. She 
wrote once that she was 
‘Interested in everything in the world—trom emperors and prime 
ministers to swineherds, and cats and dogs and every smallest blade 


of grass that grows, I care about them. I feel as if we are all p 
of each other.’ 

She had both courage and compassion. She found 
her cousins living in a Manchester slum and set them 
up in a decent boarding house 

She shielded her elder son from the knowledge that 
he was dying. She brought action in court against a 
writer who had dramatised Little Lord Fauntlero: 
without her permission. It was one of the first of its 
kind to be fought and won successfully. The slings 
and arrows of fortune had their way with her but she 
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weathered them all and made from every experienc: 
in her life the many, highly coloured novels and stories 
that gave to her generation at least so much pleasure 

Frances Hodgson was born in Manchester in 184% 
when Charlotte Bronte was busy in her parsonage com 
pleting Shirley. Mr. Hodgson was head of a firm that 
made door knobs and iron work to beautify the interio: 
of the mansions of the wealthy business men in thx 
great cotton town. Her father died when she was five 
and the American Civil War caused the supply oi 
cotton to fail. Factories closed and the “cas owners 
had no money to spend on house building. Frances 
with her four brothers and sisters, lived in a poor dis 
trict of Manchester with their mother who was strug¢] 
ing to keep the business going. ‘They were poor but 
trying amongst the smuts and grime to keep thei: 
position as impoverished gentlefolk. Ever after on 
of Mrs. Burnett’s favourite themes was to write about 
a poor but gentle child who was really a prince or prin 
cess in disguise. She loved books and remembered two 
she was given then all her life. ‘The first was a flowered 
alphabet book, and the second was a prize given as a 
reward for politeness and good behaviour entitled 
Granny's Wonderful Chair. She wrote dramas for her 
doll on a slate and told long stories to her companions 
at school. 


\nd then, when she was sixteen her whole life 
changed. Her mother decided to emigrate to her 
brother who owned a dry goods store in Knoxville, 
‘Tennessee. 

They sailed from Liverpool and Frances Hodgson 
never forgot that moment of parting—‘Going to 
\merica was going to another world—a world which 
seemed divided from quiet, simple English homes al 
most by the gulf of Eternity.” She cried for her dog 
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ind work lay in America 


wrapped in a shawl, with a kitten 


of her arm she began t 


less pressing than the poverty of the 
‘To bur too 


ing her pen. 
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whom she had to leave behin 


picked and sold wild grapes g 
And then, when she was about seventeen het 


was sent to a magazine he 
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1, and because at the last 
n spite of the poverty \Mianchest she knew sh 
vas leaving England. Suddenly she knew she loved 
ven the muddy pavements tl muts; it pulled at 
her heart as it was to pull lh life. Sh 
ould never do without it th h | sons, and hon 


Their first home in America was a primitive lo 
cabin at New Market. It looked like a child’s drawing 
of a house, with a chimney, four windows, and a door 
set in the centre. The small town was encircled by th 
great forests and from her windows she could see th 
mountains. Her life in Tennessee was very like thi 
favs Louisa Alcott spent as a girl at Fruitlands neat 
Concord. She too wanderi ilone in the forests, let 
ting the life of the pine trees and wild animals steep 
deep into her heart Both tl ri lies Vv es hor 
of money that sometrmes there was barely enough t 

it. Here like Louisa Alcott she opened a school for 
a dozen children who paid th fees in kind 

Soon they moved to a big house near Knoxville, 
which they called Noah’s Ark | use it was perched 
on the side of a hill The h ¢ Vas too tar } n th 
town for her to start another school but in the attic 
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it suitable for publication in your magazine. My ol 
ject is remuneration. 
Yours respectfully, 
F. Hodgson.’ 

A letter came back but the paper seemed unlikei 
to pay for her story and she asked for its return. Sh 
posted it off again to Godey’s Lady’s Magazine wh 
asked her to send a further story as a proof that she ha 
really written the first. Both were sold for fifteen an 
twenty dollars. 

From that moment she sent stories to all the fashior 
magazines. Charles Peterson, editor of Peterson’ 
Ladies’ Magazine, took many of her stories and passed 
on others for her to more literary magazines. When 
she was twenty-two Scribners published one of he: 
stories for the first time—Sury Tim’s Trouble. 

By the next year she had earned enough to journey 
home to see her relations in England. She stayed fo: 
fifteen months sending many short stories back to th 
States. One of her books, Dolly, dates from this time 
It was published as a serial in Peterson’s Magazine in 
1873 under the title of Dorothea. 

Today, that early novel seems as dated as its name 
‘There is a girlish tediousness about it, an affectation 01 
anything French and constant references to studious, 
needy artists, Vagabondia and Philistines. Her family 
and their house at Knoxville appear in the book, but 
she did. not make from them the natural American 


family Louisa Alcott made in writing of her own 11 
Little Women. 


In 1873 Frances Hodgson married Dr. Swan Burnet 
and she also wrote her first successful novel. It con 
tained many of her childhood memories of the York 
shire factory workers amongst whom she had lived 
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memories which had been vividly recalled by her re 
cent stay in Manchester. That Lass O’Lowries estab- 
lished her reputation in America R. H. Stoddard 
wrote in The Critic that she had a—‘Quality which 
reminds me of Dickens, but nothing which reminds me 
of Dickens’ manner...1 should say it was a profound 
sympathy with and an intimate knowledge of the 


people... There are chapters which are tantalizing 
with unfulfilment, they stop when they should go on, 
bringing up suddenly like balky horses. Did Nirs 


Burnett write when she ought not to have written 
when the soul was in a ferment, the ambition thick 
sighted—or did she lop away her work to bring it 
within editorial requirements?’ 


That Lass O’ Lowrtes unlike Dolly is still readable. 
The story of the rough pit girl and her brutal father is 
filled with real emotion. ‘The England described in it, 
the bleak ugliness of a mining town, is faithfully put 
down. She felt the tragedy, and poverty of the indus 
trial North country but the story is shot through with 
the weak, rather unreal quality of the secondary, lady- 
like heroine, Anice. She wrote of this character to her 
publisher—Sometimes I hate that girl, too. She seems 
too Sunday Schooly. She is not what I meant her to be, 
but everyone won't dislike her as much as you do...’ 


Mrs. Burnett and her husband finally settled in 
Washington at 1215 I Street N.W. It was a large, 
comfortable family house with Mr. Page’s grocer’s 
shop at the end of the road. Here Mrs. Burnett’s two 
little boys grew up. Lionel was the elder and Vivian 
eighteen months younger. They had hoped their 
second child would be a girl and after his birth his 
mother had been too tired of thinking of names to make 
up anything else. 
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\MIrs. Burnett was a fashionable and successful nove! 
ist. Critics compared her work to George Eliot's an 
praised her dramatic power. She met Louisa Alcot 
at a dinner given in her honour by the Papyrus Clu 
in Boston and many writers attended her own recep 
tions. Oscar Wilde came to one dressed in a black sil! 
coat, flowered dark waistcoat, breeches, silk stockings 
and buckled shoes. He is recorded to have sat talkin; 
to the future creator of Little Lord Fauntleroy all th 
evening. 

During those years she wrote ten novels and amongst 
these was one entitled 4 Fair Barbarian which was 
about the adventures of an American girl set down i! 
an English town; an idea which she was to reproduc« 
later in her famous children’s book. 


For several years she had been writing short storie: 
for children which had appeared in St. Nicholas 
magazine. One of these entitled Editha’s Burglar was 
later reprinted with Sara Crewe. It is a simple story 
of a little girl who was interested in burglars ‘as a class’ 
and confident that they would listen to reason. ‘Thx 
child’s faith in the kindness of all mankind is very lik 
the happy confidence of Lord Fauntleroy in the book 
she was about to write. 

Mrs. Burnett herself wrote an article on Hox 
Fauntleroy Occurred for a woman’s magazine. Th: 
story was written specially for her sons because the, 
protested at her being shut away from them so much 
writing novels they could never understand. ‘The twe 
boys were about eight and nine years old. Their hai: 
was left long and combed each day into curls. For 


best they wore velvet suits with lace collars. Mrs 
Burnett put her youngest son into the book whole, lac« 
collar and all. Mr. Page, the grocer, became that 


stout Democrat Mr. Hobbs, and Cedric always refer 
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red to his mother by her own son’s favourite title of 
‘Dearest’. 

She accomplished it all with complete lack of selt 
consciousness. It is an easy enough book to ridicule 
but there is hardly a ch 
fall under its spell. All the pomps and vanities glittet 
from its pages, Lord Dorincourt’s fabulous riches, the 
nursery filled with toys, the new pony. — In all the 
doubts and undignified trials of real childhood, that of 
Lord Fauntleroy represents every child’s secret long 
ing; to wake one day, no longer ordinary, but a Lord, 
an inheritor of great estates, a situation which can be 
handled with so much generosity and noble humility. 

The book took about six months to write and it was 
finished in 1885. It appeared asa serial in St. Nicholas 
illustrated by Reginald Birch who had a photograph 
of Vivian in his velvet suit to guide his pen. It was 
published a year later by Charles Scribner to meet 
with a tremendous welcome. Mr. Gladstone himselt 
declared that it would have great effect in bringing 
about good feeling between the two nations and making 
them understand each other. Later the book was 
dramatised and played in England and New York. 

Mrs. Burnett’s next children’s book was Sara Crew 
It was rewritten many years later because she wanted 
it to be 
‘The nice detaily kind of thing children love. You know, if any one 
has muffins for tea, it delights children to know why they had muffins, 
ind how the muffins were baked’. 

But Sara Crewe somehow remains an emotional and 
too highly coloured story of a child who is ill-treated 
by a miserly school mistress, and made to drudge in the 
kitchen when she is left penniless after the death of 
her father in India. ‘The feeling is too passionate, there 
is no safety in it, no comfort: both the wholesome sim 
plicity of Mrs. Molesworth and the tenderness of Mrs. 
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Ewing are missing. It is the kind of book emotiona 
little girls delight in and their mothers remove befo1 
bedtime. 

Frances Hodgson’s life was extremely full. She wa 
rich and her children were growing up. She coul 
afford to travel freely between England and Americ: 
Money gave her houses in both countries, liberty, an 
a magic carpet. But suddenly the future was cloude 

her eldest son was very ill. In December 1890 hx 
died in Paris. ‘Till he died she hid from him the know 
ledge of the seriousness of his illness. She wrote early 
in the morning to earn enough to pay for his care. ‘The 
words were meaningless, strung together, the old pur 
pose of remuneration driving her pen. 

For comfort in America after his death she begai 
to write the book about her own childhood, The One / 
Knew The Best Of All, in which she could forget th« 
threatening failure of her marriage, the money and 
feverish adoration Little Lord Fauntleroy had brough: 
her, the emptiness of success that could not give hei 
happiness or peace of mind. Somehow she felt he 
way back to the little girl reading a flowered alphabet 
book in a Manchester nursery, the girl lying in hei 
bower near the little log house in ‘Tennessee with th« 
birds and squirrels unafraid around her. 

In May, 1893, she sailed back to England and rente 
a house called “The Glade” opposite Hampton Court 
Later she moved to No. 63 Portland Place which be 
came her permanent London home. Here The Lady o 
Ouality was written with its outspoken Restoratio1 
heroine, who provoked an American lady into writin: 
her a letter of protest in which she asked her wha 
Little Lord Fauntleroy would have thought. 

Five years later, after her divorce from Dr. Burnett 
she rented a country house, Maytham Hall, at Rolven 
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den in Kent. ‘This was to be her home for nine years. 
Here in an old walled orchard was the setting for her 
Secret Garden. She filled it with roses and sat there 
writing in the sun-speckled shade. 


Two years later she married again but her second 
marriage lasted barely a year. She did not return to 
her house in Kent for several years, and then in June 
she was back to find her garden full of ‘leaping cas 
cades of roses’. There was an iced cake made by th« 
lodge keeper and a scroll over the door welcoming her 
home. She was at peace again. The summer weather 
was perfect and writing in her garden she was happv. 


But The Secret Garden itself was not written until 
she had left Maytham for the last time and had settled 
again in America, at Plandome, the house she built for 
herself on Long Island. It appeared first as a seria! 
in The America Magazine in 1910. The book was 
perhaps her farewell to England—a truer picture than 
the England of castles and earls which she had drawn 
in Little Lord Fauntleroy. In it was the best of her 
self; the skill in story telling gathered over so many 
vears that makes the story burn with the true, startling 
flame of spring itself. 


No child reading the book will forget the smallest 
detail of the story —the skipping rope with its striped 
red and blue handles which the lonely little girl from 
India was given by the Yorkshire servant, or the robin 
who showed her the way into the walled garden. Once 
discovered, the loveliness of that Secret Gard: n will 
never be lost. With the other great children’s books 
The Wind In the Willows, The Treasure Seekers, and 
Little Women, it is possible to say that The Secret 
Garden too has done its part to make the children who 
have read it happier and kinder human beings. 
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In 1914 Mrs. Burnett wrote her last book for child 
ren entitled The Lost Prince. It was an exciting story 
of adventure about a poor boy in Marylebone who wa 
really a prince in disguise. 

In 1924 Frances Hodgson Burnett died at her hom 
in America: a writer who had given the world good 

ilue for its remunerations. 
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certain back numbers of the Junior Bookshelf that are 
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of Vol. | No. 1, any issues of Vols. 6 to 9, Vol. 10 
No. |, 


if any subscribers have copies they no longer 
require. 
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PICTURE 
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HALE, K. Orlando (the Marmalad. 
keepsadog. IWllus. by the author. 32 pp. 
1+ 103. Cloth back. Country Life ) 
The further adv ires of Orlando, his wite 635 
their three offspring are as entertaining he 
When ‘Master’ advertised, “Pet W 
Three Young Kittens” the res 1 1 
The colour lithogr: phy In t] Ss vol ime IS | feel 
than usual the artist has lost nothing of her ability to 
fill her page with humo nd delightful detail; d 


l 


ent 


volumes. 


and 


every young reader will seize pon with joy. One oft the 
he vear. H.J.BW 


books oT ft 


HARRIS, E. M. John and Jennifes 


outstanding picture 


itl 


Illus. 39 pp. 9 x 7%. Boards. Nelson 76 
The very uninspired text of this book is merel 

mentary to accompany the colo ! photographs by G Den 

John and Jennifer go to B \lills ¢ 

number. of the performers both | as ial b Gian all 

children love circuses they will « s book ( 


n this p H.J.BAW 


The Story of 


lave Set 


WeEBB, C 


author. 60 pp. 11 3 ne 10 G 
Ky now and ag Eo 

S outstanding nd ) sucl n | I 

take Ss pl ice among th sel \\ hl 

impelled to keep constantly b t 

All Clifford Webb’s illus 

can be 10 doubt that this \ )] b \ 

date. His line drawings h t nd 

is the prime requirement in a pict book fo | | 

they have humour. But in this book the twenty { olo 

plates showing the animals ¢ » by two k 
nusually delightful 1} 

found in lithography tod hers 

though one has I 1 ( 
idition has been buil pro of ¢ 

(sreenaway, Caldecott 1 b Pott Ih 

pletely modern and ‘or tl possibly oftend a few 


very conservative people. H.J.B.W., 
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FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


ADBURGHAM, M. The dogs of Moorgreen. Illus. 
52 pp. 84 5%. Murray. ; ; ; a 
I must acknowledge prejudice. Of all those who cor 
into contact with dogs, I am the least likely to spell then 
backwards. ‘This book seems therefore to me extremely tedio 
Che heavily humorous characterization, the ‘doggy’ conve 
ations, the exaggerated good humour, all these make the a 
lover glow with pleasure; I found them merely embarrassi: 
It is a nicely made book, with some good illustrations and 
ittractive map. 


..s. € 


BAKER, M. J. Nonsense! said the tortoise. 
95 pp. Illus. 7? & 54. Brockhampton 
Pik 
Press 
Miss Baker does not quite bring off this story of the talki 
pet tortoise, although certain of its episodes are not without 
gentle charm. <A broader and more vigorous treatment wot 


have given personality to a book which badly needs that e 
| 


cellent quality. ‘The illustrations are undistinguished and 
production in general poor. 


M. S. Cr 


3ENNETT, R. Jack-in-a-bus. 167 pp. Illus. 
8 $4. Harrap. 6 
\MIr. Bennett, in a quiet and unpretentious tale, has caug 
atmosphere ota Devon village. s| he simple events of rut 
life, with its humours, its scandals and its neighbourliness, 
recorded precisely and without exaggeration. Jack who is 
tame jackdaw, teases the cat, pecks the policeman’s baby, vis 
the children’s hospital, and acts in a play; he does nothing wh 
is beyond an intelligent bird’s powers. Mr. Bennett claims th 
story is founded on fact, and indeed it has the brand 
enticity. Mr. Arris’s illustrations studiously avoid distin 
} 


tion and achieve the flat natul ilness ot the story. This boo! 


is not in the first flight of children’s tales, nor will it comp 
for popularity with our current mass producers, but it sho 
give honest healthy pleasure to many children under ten. 

M. S. Crou 
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CLEWES, D. The Fair in the wild wood. 
by Irene Hawkins. 6} 


oP /S pp Fabet1 7/6 
When Elver Eel came swag ng up to the Wild Wood 


he was so much the Transatlar smart guy that the animals 
felt both inferior and suspicious. “The promise of easy mon 
persuaded them to open a fair in the Wild Wood. ‘This 
attracted some undesirable characters. and only Owl’s wisdom 
and resourcefulness saved them from disaster. 

The writer of fantasy has a certain duty to his 
and even the most Ww ildly imagin itive story sho ild ] to 
its own rules of probability I find this book, lik 
cursors, fundamentally inconsistent. Like most of ( ks 
which follow in the train of The Wind in the 1 m tl 
reflects palely the splendour of the great original. | e 
found that children care overmuch for these stories wl 
animals ape the manners and speech of humans, and the 
lation into animal terms of common forms of speech ore 
irritating than amusing. 

The production is well up to Faber standards l 


not much like the garish coloured illustrations. 
M 
COATSWORTH, E. The Cat who went to heaven 
by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 60 pp. 9 


. Illus 


7. Dent 7/6 


Newbery Medal Winners ot which tl Is 1 one do 


} 


usually achieve tremendous popularity among children and | 
do not know what position The Cat Who Went to Heaven 


holds in that respect in America. It is by am 
beautiful story beautifully and reverently told and 


lence among a group of children with the pre-wa1 


edition was that every child who had the opportunit 
it enjoyed it. 
Based on a Chinese legend. it tells of a very 


into whose house a little cat was introduced ne) 


artist was commisioned to paint for the Temple 
the death of the Buddha. After 1 h meditat 
1] 


painted his picture putting in the animals whi 


homage to the Buddha and received his blessing. 


Finally he could not resist the obvious anxiety of 


cat to be included in the picture, although he knew 
the cat alone of all animals had refused to worship t 
its appearance would not be permissible. 


TY “Sal 


that. since 


he Buddha, 
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[he priest was, of course very angry and took the pict 


away to be burned. But soon tl 


1¢ townsfolk came to the art 
begging him to come and observe the miracle that had b 
performed. ‘There was his picture but where he had painted 1 
the little cat was now a blank spac 
with bowed head at the feet of the Buddha receiving 


e and the cat was sitt 
blessing. 
Such a story cannot fail to appeal to young readers an 
} 


sincerely hope that all librarians will give the book the pr 


inence it so well deserves. 
Why the publisher should have produced it in a bl 


covVel without a wrappel is beyond my con preh nsion 


DuNN, M Mossy Green Theat Illus. by 
Astrid Walford. 141 pp. 5} 53 Harrap 5 /( 


| ight veal old Waney built l th tr rT moss ind twigs 

foot of a tree and fell asleep beside her handiwork. In 
dreams she saw it come to life as the real theat of the tor 
folk, where Cinderella was being rel sed with a badge 
Producer, a fat, bulgy-eyed frog as Manager and a temp 


mental white mouse (once a pet belonging to a friend o 
Waney’s) as Cinderella. Waney entered most capably into 
that was afoot and even, when the leading lady fell through 
trap door and was disabled, discovered a wort] substitute 
a modest, good tempered little field mouse, 

lhe story invites comparison with The Ji ind in the 1 

but whereas Kenneth Grahame’s masterpiece came frot 
the heart of a boy who never grew up, this, I feel, is very m 


the work of an adult seeing, not through tl \ a chil 
but only in miniature. The book owes a great deal to tl 


illustrator who has added an intimacy and a magic all her ow 


to the scenes. 


GORDON, H. Moon maatc. Illus. bv Sheila 
Bishop. 5} St. 180 pp. Murray . 6/- 
\MIr. Gordon, who the ( 


cre ted Par id ( tive ( snome | sn 
writtén sever il books rolled into one. He e we find a gaze 


II 
t] 
moon, a Nazi-like prince complete with Quislings, a wise magi 


bor who 1s own cousin to larz lui OT the Apes, a flight Tt 
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cian with hypnotic eyes and tame monkey, a very charming 
moon-princess in a classical palace and wearing the imperial 
Ri mans Vv sion of a pl VSUIT, na V if s he do ny mn this 
galere f a schoolboy de tective VM th camera ind hngerprint 
oO itfit. 
f Che odd thing is that out of these incongruous 

\Ir. Gordon has concocted a story wl 
exciting. I particularly liked the two child visitors to the moon. 


OW rarely does a writer dare to draw an affectionate brother 
H ly d f 


and sister ! And it is pl iSsant tol | girl characters who, whil 
lacking nothing in courage and resource, remain essentially 
. feminine. 
1 suspect th Miss Bishop's illustrations 
original, but their decorative quality has been somewhat lost 
in reproduction. Otherwise the book is well made. 


/ M = 


HARRIS, J. C. The Essentiol Uncle Remus 
Illus. by A. B. Frost. 288 pp. 8 $4. Capx 0.6 


Qur reason tor noticing this new edition of Uncle R : 
\ is that it is the only edition worthy, because of the standard 
( ts production, of a place in the \ L¢ en's | ibr: VY. It contains 
a selection onl from the text oO ;. « Cin | 
) f stories and the spelling has beet som xtel 
Lhe original d iwings by A. B. Frost |} ( rhe] een 
because no illustrator is more akin to the spirit of the st 


KAESER, H. J. Mimff in charae. Illus. by 
| Edward Ardizzone. 206 pp 5} Si. 
t| Oxford. ; , : : 5/6 
_ | Mimft is a stimulating charact nd though it is perhaps 
straining credulity to ask belief in parents who would » to 
the other ends of the th and | nu ear old | 
nominally in charge of a wilful f vear old girl, « n the 
practicable abduction of the sam ld by even 
- ful film promoters, yet—if you can believe in that. and most 
young people will—you will be well rewarded by 
I] and unusual story. Personalit get aw with anythin 
t and Mimft is undoubtedly hero-stuff. I could believe anything 
igi of him. E.R.W 
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LOFTING, H. Dr. Dolittle and the secret lake. 

Illus. by the author. 351 pp. 8 5. Cape 8 

The old hand had not lost its cunning when this story w 
written. The animal doctor and his faithful assistant, Ton 
Stubbins, are as simple and delightful as ever and the stra 
assortment of creatures which make up his_ household 
friends remain admirably in character. ‘They are all th 
Gub Gub, Dab Dab, Polynesia, Cheapside, etc. and all go w 
him when the Doctor decides to make another journey to 
Secret Lake (in West Africa) to find out if Mludface, t 
ancient turtle is still alive as he wishes to hear again Mudfac 
memories of his childhood when Noah was building the A 

It is a long story but easy to read. It never gets dull 
pretentious or self-conscious. It never loses its feeling 
spontaneity and Hugh Lofting’s pictures are as good as ev 
I see no reason why those who have read and enjoyed 7’) 
Story of Dr. Dolittle (a necessary prelude to the proper « 
joyment of any other story of the animal doctor) should n 
greatly appreciate this new one. 

Eleanor Gral 


McGIL_, H. M. Perrault’s tales of long ago. 


Illus. by Sylvia Green. 282 pp. 73 5. 
Reinforced binding. Ingram . ; . &@9 


From Miss MeGill’s foreword and the inclusion of 
moralities from the edition of Perrault dated 1719 one m 


assume that this volume is intended for adult consumptio 
But the stories of course, and the pleasant colour and line il 
ustrations will be enjoyed by the children. Miss McGill tel 
us that the original stories as set down by Perrault were ve 
brief and if that is so she has certainly acted on the assumpti 
that they were intended to be embroidered by individual sto: 
tellers. That of course must apply to all folk tales. The pre 
ent version is vastly different in the telling from the edition « 
1719. Whether such lengthy embroidering of the origin 
makes for improvement is doubtful. Nevertheless Miss McG 
has retold the stories in good prose and only those who ha 
read the shorter versions can have any feeling that perhaps MM 
McGill has taken too great liberties with Perrault. The chil 
ren will certainly prefer her version. 

H.J.B.\ 


H 
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Morice, S. The Book of Wiremu. Ullus. by N. 
Bolton. 64 pp. oF 53. Oxford . S/- 
The Original New Zealand edition of this excellent little 
work was reviewed in these pages two years ago and a re-read 
ing of it confirms our opinion of it. We therefore reprint out 
previous review. 


“* Pursue something good. Let it be peace,’ says th 
Maori motto quoted on the title-page, and this sense of peace 
ful content and native goodness of heart is the pervading in 
pression made by this little book from New Zealand. 

Little Wiri lives with his uncle Hori and the two live 
a busy and satisfying life togeth Hori occupies himself in 


attending to their material necessities, and Wiri grows an 
learns and enjoys with the zest of an unspoiled child anywh 
So spontaneous and inevitable are his activities that he unw 
ingly but irresistibly draws the town-bred,. captious Anthony 
under the same spell. 

There are little more than SIXTY pages ol! this rie 
ing little story but it seems to contain much more. It is 
of detail of Maori life, both indoor and out—it reflects 
naivete and humour, both conscious and unconscious, of a 
charming and child-like people; it shows their innate goodwill 
and kindness, limited by their untutored intelligences and tl 


simplicity of their ethics, and it has background. Wiri’s 
Grandma is wise, firm and kindly, and anxious as many mo 
enlightened grandmas to train her grandson in the ways of 


righteousness as she understands them. 

The whole story rings true and it might be a good thing 
if books of this type could sup rsede the stereotyped, ill-inform 
ed stories of children of other lands which are so popular in 
our junior schools. The glossary of Maori words will provide 
added interest for many children.” E.R.\ 


PERKINS, L. F. The Filipino Twins. Illus. by 
the author. 151 pp. 8 5. Cape 5 
PERKINS, L. F. The Colonial Twins of Virginia. 
Illus. by the author. 181 pp. 8 5 Cape 5 
It is a matter for surprise that Miss Perkins succeeded 1: 
such a considerable range of stories in retaining so high a stan 


dard throughout. They are as good an introduction as one 
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could wish to life and customs of foreign countries for child 
of 8 or 9. The background is set in a skilful fashion w 


h its reality, the idventures are thri 


impresses one wit 
eno igh to hold the attention ot a young reader and in addit 

in The Colonial Twins, the author makes clear some of 
grievances which led to the American War of Independ } 
This is certainly history and geography without tears. 


-. F. an 


Pitt, F. Follow Me. Illus. 94 pp. 73 54 
Lutterworth : ; 


Another simple introduction-to-nature book by that w ‘ 
known writer, Miss Frances Pitt. This takes the form 
hapter a month on birds mostly, but with the other live tl 
chapter a month on Dirds mostly, Dut \ the other live I 


found on a country walk, animals and tlowers and insects, li 
ly introduced. The photographs by the author and draw 
by Cicely Englefield are parti ilarly attracti 


PRATTEN, A. Winkie. Illus. by R. S. Thomp 
son. 74 lO. 45 pp. Oxford : 6 


) 
Many books have been written about that exq | 
wood-nymph the red squirrel, but his rascally grey cousin 
received less attention. ‘This book describes from first 
experience the first year in the life of a tame grey squirrel. ‘] 
is hardly a story, and the text is no more than unpretent 
ideq late. It serves, however, to Introd ice a se 1¢ Ss of colo 
pictures which, while uneven in quality, are at their best v: \ 


good indeed. Mr. Thompson has caught the subtle tints of 


changing seasons , and his little hero—or villain—is consistent 
charming. This deserves a modest but secure place among boo! 
which present an authentic picture of animal lif 

M. S. | 


ROBINSON, Y. M. Blue smoke. Illus. by W. 
Robinson. 292 pp. 8 5. Oxford 

[his pleasing “travel” book is for boys and girls ag 
ibout 9-15. It succeeds where many of this kind fail la 
by its simplicity and its absence of instruction ; it tells sim] 
and straightforwardly the day to day doings of Toby Mil 


and his cousin Tim, on a Southern Rhodesian farm. Since tl 


f) 
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was 3,000 acres in size, there was plenty of scope on ( 
ariety of happenings—adventures with snakes, buck-shooting 
crocodile, leopard and lion hunting, and so on Lhe bo 
friendship tor Zulu, outlawed and living in dds a 
of mild mystery to the story. 

lhe book P1iVeS a ery good idea ot l te on the tft the 
lithographs of animals and people have character and quality 
ie combined result is h to be ommended 

I I 
SYME, R. Julian's river war Illus. by |. 

Harris. 182 pp. 73 5. Heinemann 7/6 

The scene ot this book is Austral principal in the $ 
s Julian, known to his admirers as the Master Mind 
presumably about fifteen. He is an inventor, with a workshop 
in assistant (Snoddy) a sister Jannine, a friend and cousin frot 
England, Percival Pomeroy, and an Uncle Eric who is as mad 
as Julian. The adventures of this gan with intricate ch 
unical inventions, motor-boats, and ir that takes leave of its 
senses and flies, are remarkable. 1 believe that mechanically 
ninded boys of an unsophistic ed t pe will thoroughly enjoy 
this book, and will not mind in the least the long and stylised 
onversation and commentaries of the Master Mind many of 
which seemed somewhat incredible coming from a boy of this 
age \ rival gang naturally complicates things, but all in the 
right spirit. 

This is, | should Say, Food 0k to dvent ( a 1 
nine to thirteen, who will approacl with uncritical nds 
ind are ready to swallow 1 racy yarn. 


LOMPKINS, J. 


Kurt Wiese. 6 > 85. 


It is no disparagement 


illustrator. Mr. Wiese IS surely one 


of today, and, although there is lit 


genius, his drawings are 


Che story is commonplace enou 


bear cubs in the ways o 


‘ 
I 


ot 


+} 


tile 


106 pp. 
of Miss 


accurate text fo Say that the hono 1! 


tT 


the oT} 
oh; 


wild. 


The Polar bear twins. 


Illus. by 
Warne 


‘Tompkins’ fluent 


oT 


yT this book vo t 


the finest book 
1 } } 


le scope here tor Nis 


and 
o the 


irtists 


comic 


eatest charm and strength. 


the 
It 


education of two 
is told, however, 


pol 11 























surp ising ly foun 
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»btrusive ease and without hat grafting of h 
stics on to animals wh 1 is the « se ot this k 
sto With excellent print uy nad good aesign I 
K ibl good val ie TO none 
M.S. 
VAN STOCKUM, H. Gerrit and the organ. Ullus 
by the author. 182 pp i +3. Mulle: 6 
Originalit eality and simpl } ) easily unm 
t emo a ictions ptr abl ) ils ink 
ectly welded and completely tying sto ill that 
to b und this shir bun It is not q 
sk t Ru t} litterenc« eflect 
Tt f Dutel nd | hy te AL nerease en 
{ It will be trange little bov or girl 
ollow the doin Cjerrit and Alexand ‘ 
lelight 
ER 
\W ALKER, \I The edu ale d Pld Illus by the 
author. 54 8S}. pp. 32. Paper boards 
©. P c 
Vig iowed earl signs of prodigious talent und 
the ine S wite had ta rhit hin I] she uld he procee 
> Ss hool whe e he lea nt to talk Wi out ni ich aring abe 
| to university, where he w not popular in. spite 
being as clever as the other students and “ certainly more n 
lean and attractive. lhereatte he went to | ond 
s the guest of a newspaper, was lionised, appeared in a f 
id ret ed home unspoiled by fame. 
1 do not know if \liss Walker has re hed 1 iture ye 
e ‘here are tew signs of sophistication in her story, and 
pictures al 1aive almost to the point of being just bad. ‘| h 
is, howeve pace Mr. Orwell, something fundament 
charming about a pig, and I aim not sor that this book | 


d a publisher. 


_. & 


M 
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WALLACE, K. Cross the bridge and se: Illus 


“sia . rr ee 57 ) 
by Steven Spurrier. 229 pp. 5 5. 

® ) 
Heinemann ; ; : . 8/6 

The wi ipper describes this as “‘a novel Tor girls.” This 
seems to me misleading, as this book is really an account, charm 
ingly done, of the friendship between an English family—a 
doctor’s—living in China and a_ well-to-do Chinese famil\ 
having boys and girls corresponding in age to the doctor’s fam 
ily. Its main purpose is clearly to describe lite in China and the 

cture it gives should please boys and girls of about nine up 


wards as well as older girls. Nirs. Wallace does not hesitate 


to explain as she goes along, and young people will learn a lot 
om het simple and eas\ descriptions of customs, clothes, and 
conventions. ‘The joint family picnics in the hills seem partis 
larly happy in their atmosphere and detail. The last fifts 
pages, in which the Wu children visit England, are rathe1 
e-down after the Chinese picture Nothing much ts gained 


i chapter or two on a lightening rush round England and a 
oung man for the attractive English governess is dragged in 
the last ninute quite innecessarily 
[he moral of the book is that friendship between the two 
aces must be encouraged and can be very happy ; not a new 
idea, but one that must be increasingly brought out in writing 
for juveniles if we believe that fiction for children is an import 
int part of their education as well as of their recreation. And 
it is good to find the virtues slow] reeping back into fashion 
rain. Lorna Lew 


Wyss, J. R. The Swiss Family Robinson. Ulus 


by Charles Folkard. 454 pp. 8 54. Dent 7/6 


GRIMM’S FAIRY ‘TALES. Illus. by Charles Fol 


kard. 338 pp. 8 54. Dent //6 

Additions to Dent’s Children’s Illustrated Classics, retain 
ing the high standard of earlier volumes. In The Swiss Family 
Robinson the illustrations are those of the original pre-wat 
edition. There may be some difference of opinion as _ to 
whether this book is worthy to be included among the select 
group designated ‘Classics’ but there is no doubt that among 


children of to-day it ts still popular. 
H.J.B.W 
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SALLANTYNE, R. M. Vhe Coral Island. Illus 
by Leo Bates. 337 pp. 8 5}. Dent 
NIACDONALD, G. The Princess and Curdte. 

Illus. by Charles Folkard. 238 pp. 8 x 54. 
Dent ‘ : ; 
OMAN, C. Robin Hood. Illus. bv S. Van Abbe. 

242 pp. 8 5S}. Dent. : , © 
HAWTHORNE, N 1 Wonder Book. Illus. by 
S. Van Abb« l9S pp. 8 54 Dent 


[| ibove are the latest ft titles in Dent's Child: 


| trated Classics and they retain the verv high standard 
previous volumes in the series. “They must be accepted as t 
editions of these titles. A little more colow 
binding and wrappers would have been better suited 
ll-bloodedCoral Island and some may feel that Folka 
tions are pe h ps too rem iscent of a past age to 
present-d hildren. We would suggest to the publishers ; 
vould be wise to extend their range of illustrators. M 


Van Abbe is too much in evidence in the series and he is not 


H.J.B.\ 


SARNE, K Dusty’s Windmill. Ullus. by M. L. 
Foster. 246 pp. /3 47. Dent ; Pe} 


Kitty Barne has the knack of writing a readable st 
ind this one, after a slowish start with rather much harki: 
yack to an earlier book about evacuees, shows again that « 
cor rsational style so characteristic of her work. 

‘he scene is laid in Sussex, vividly and intimately show 

1 Sussex windmill well in the foreground, and so 


] 
i¢ 


mirably described in all its intricate workings that many rea 
may feel, as I did, that it could well have carried the wh« 


story without the slightest danger of dulln 
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The miller’s family, Sandy and Gentian who come to stay near 
by with their Aunt and Uncle, are all extremely well drawn 
and true to life. Sandy, particularly, is a joy as the type of 
immensely active small boy with a positive genius for ferreting 
out all that is going on round him. Nitty Barne is deft at 
catching the exact inflexion as well as the idiom of children’s 


conversation. 


If only the mill had been allowed to remain the real heart 


#t the story, how good it would have been! Instead, alas 
what the blurb calls “‘a sinister intrigue’ has been dragged in 
to give some sort of gangstel thrill. ‘J here are three ink redible 


crooks who, against the homespun of the mill folk, are as out 
of place as tar in milk. “Though neither they nor their intrigues 
ire very convincing, they have the effect of lessening the tension 
in the vital matter of Dusty and the mill ; and they make 
both Sandy and Gentian for a time something less than flesh 
and blood. 

Even in the illustrations, otherwise excellent with thei 
delightfully genuine country types, the crooks don’t come to life. 


Eleanor Gr 


ESMAN, E. Marooned in Du-Bu Cove. Ullus 
by Jack Matthew. 190 pp. 43 73. Bell 8/6 

How pleasant to come across a book in which the vivid 
mpressions of a trained observer in an exotic land are wedded 
to a story at once credible and gripping. Miss Cheesman has 
ilready spoken of her experiences as a collector for the Natural 
History Museum in Camping Adventures in New Guinea and 
in Camping Adventures on Cannibal Islands. Now they 
feature in a Swiss Family Robinson story in which the young 
castaways have a hard fight against circumstances. [| am glad 
to see the author’s accurate descriptions of jungle and swamp 
appear in a story because many junior readers miss good 
things just because they qualify for the library label “non- 
fiction.”” Now they will have no excuse. ‘The illustrations 
elucidate the activities described in the text and the tropical 
plants encountered. 
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COLEMAN, H. S. Modelling for boys. Illus. 
87 pp. 9 6}. Cloth back. E.U.P. 
This is the first of a new series, The Juntor Teach ) 
f book It consists of an introductory chapter on the ‘S 
\Iodelmaking’, followed by chapters of instruction 
working drawings for the making of four ships and two 


planes It is further illustrated with photographs of fin 
models. 
HJ. 
DAWLISH, P Dauntless and the Mary Baines. 
Illus. by P. A. Jobson. 192 pp. 5 & 8. 
Oxford. ; . 


In a tailpiece to this book, the third of the Daunt 
series, Peter Dawlish refers to his difficulty in deciding 
how much informative matter can be included in a book wit! 
prejudice to the story which, we are agreed, must be all-imp 
ant. My own feeling is that he has on this occasion saile 
little close to the wind. The story, pivoted on the search 
a ship’s binnacle which may clear our old friend Captain BI 
of the charge of having made an error of judgment in 
navigation of the ary Baines, involves an explanation ot 
main principles of navigation and of the intricacies of con 


variation and deviation. I feel that a good many young rea 


anxious to get to grips with the action, will do some judi 
skipping although the author has skilfully distributed 
formation throughout the story 


satist 


his 
which races along to a 
ictorv conclusion. 1 was glad of the little line diag 


ag 
which elucidate the points of navigation. 
J. B. Ferg 
Dr SELINCOURT, A. Wr. Oram’s story. Illus 
by John Baynes. 142 pp. 73 44. 
Methuen S 
1 beg the publishers of The Story Biographies Series 


which this is one of the first two titles to give 


&'* 


some tho 
Ihese first two are the least inviting I | 
seen Tor a long time 


to the wrappers 


\MIr. Selincourt has attempted, to write a life of Capt 
Cook and his method has been to have an old 


sailor tell 
story to a boy named David. The past is mixed with the | 








5 
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ent In a most contusing way and | doubt whether any clear 
picture of Cook will emerge to most young readers. “They will 
never be quite sure whether they are listening to the story told 
by Mr. Oram or the story imagined by David. Captain Cook’s 
exploits and scientific work are described fully enough in the 
iggregate but the parts do not hang together. I have a feeling 
that the author was not very happy in writing this “sugared 
vill.” 

H.JI.BW 


SELINCOURT, A. Aestre/. Illus. by G. Dt 
SELINCOURT. 270 pp. 74 « 5. Routledge 8/6 

Tessa, as readers nay remen ber had been sold and the 
Rutherford family were without a boat and they had insufficient 
money to buy another of the sort they wanted. But a boat was 
imperative and ways and means might be found if the right 
vessel came along. Such a vessel did in fact appear but an- 
other man was also wanting it. The story tells how the 
Rutherfords, after many adventures did secure Kestrel for their 
own. 

In matters nautical the author is very much at home and 
the Rutherford family, now so well known to us are as real 
in this book as in its forerunners. The story is well told and 

ns to an exciting and emotional climax, but though nothing 
mpossible happens, unusual and somewhat incredible incidents 
rowd the canvas that the picture ts spoiled Albert, the 
pampered son of the business magnate who proposes to ginge1 
up the village of Ferrvbridge is utterly and unbelievably un 
pleasant. He Is very overdrawn and quite unacceptable as a 
eal characte1 


HIBW 

FENNIMORE, S. The Vanishing Boy. Illus. by 
Margaret Horder. 167 pp ;x 4 
Heinemann : 7/6 


Here is the theme of the invisible boy with all its attend- 
ant possibilities and dangers. The book under review misses 
many of the possibilities and falls into some of the traps. It is 
episodic and some of the episodes, as tor example that in which 
Jonathan goes back to school and writes rude things on the 
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blackboard about his npopul teache seem to me ft 
t] insavoury. Instead of a well-knit story we are pres 
witl loosely-woven tale in which Jonathan’s invisibilit 
pI lied to a series of circumstances for the | irpose of expl 
our of the resulting situation. However, repet 
letracts from this design and what is diverting at the be; 


'#) es boring towa 1s the nd. ‘T I book 1S disappe 


FROST, F Legends of the United Nations 
Illus. I48 pp. 8 54. Harrap 


} 


tho nas Mm 


Under this her torbidding title th 


© @ul 
tion of folk tales and legends remarkable mainly 
inusual stories which are included. Whether she has succe 


ed in the aim enunciated in her preface I am not prepared 
say. Nor does it matter very much—the stories carry tl 
own interest and are told well, in language well adapted to 1 
het na spiri h on 


HARNETT, C. The Great Hous: Illus. by the 
73 pp. 9 Ss}. Methuen , 
\ London Architect triend of Sir Christopher Wret 


mmmissioned t ed ild la ge count OUSE but the W 
s unavoidably delayed. He returns to London leaving his s 
vno hopes te iM yrnie in hitect ind his da ohter in 
ountry. he story of their life here is interesting enough 
ts own right, but it is set against a most painstakingly prep 
ind intormati vet never obtrusive background of domestic 


iv \ 
village life. No detail is too trifling for description yet it 
naturally introduced as an essential part of life and of 
story. Fact and fiction are thoroughly well blended and 
numerous illustrations in general elaborate and clarify the 
scriptions, especially of household implements and tasks. A 
gether a book which can be recommended as historical | 


ground for middle forms 
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HorBAuUER, I. & KELLY, H. Monkey goes home. 
Illus. by I. Hofbauer. 159 pp. 84 x 55. 
Collins ; ; . #f% 


This well produced and illustrated book is something of a 
disappointment, as the story lacks cohesion and inevitability. 


It tells of a zoo-born monkey’s escape and its determined ret 


rn 
to the African forests known to it through its mothe 


l 
ttle diff ilt to belie 


s stories. 

So far the story passes muste! but it is a litt 1] 

in the ability even of man’s nearest animal kin to organise all the 

apparatus of a near-human law court and trial. Moreover the 

marriage of theme and language is far too unequal, the one 

being suited, certainly in its beginnings, to children of nine o1 

ten and the other being for children several years older. ‘This 

does not mean that the book is condemned out of hand,—the 
really advanced readers of the younger age group will probably 
enjoy the first part of the story very well and may even swal 
low the rest of it. 

\ E.R.W 


HoLMES, W. The Voyage of the Indian Brig. 
Illus. by Jack Matthew. 208 pp. 43 x 7}. 
Bell. : , ; ’ , ‘ 8/6 
A holiday adventure this, but one with an unusually in 
teresting setting—the coasting trade of India and the Maldive 


and Nicobar Islands—which has been skilfully and loving] 


blended into the story. The relations between the English 
boy and girl and the Indian seamen are well handled with just 
a trace here and there of the “‘voung sir” attitude. The main 
characters are well drawn, especially that of the Indian sea 
captain, but in the story coincidence works overtime and tl 

is the almost customary ingredient of the buried treasure The 
small illustrations are good but those on the double page spr ids 


are somewhat reminiscent of those in Xmas annuals. 
| J. B. Ferg 


Hope, C. E.G. Riding for boys and girls. 
Illus. 120 pp. 9 & 6}. Cloth back. E.U.P. 5/- 


Thre is no dearth of instruction books on riding and in an 
case I imagine that a little practical instruction from an expert 
is worth a great deal of book knowledge. This book has a good 

| deal of useful information on stable management and the prac 
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tical riding instruction is presented in much the same mann 
as in other books. The illustrations are pleasant rather th 
instructive and I cannot help feeling that photographs wou 
have been much more useful. 

H.J.B.\ 


KYLE, E. The House on the hill. Illus. by F. 


Gower. 232 pp. 8 X 5}. P. Davies , 9) 
Though this story has the solution of a mystery as 

central theme its interest lies largely in the varying characte 
of the Cassoway children and their friends, the pattern « 
their daily life and the minor difficulties and evasions whi 
result from their lightly undertaken deception. Miss Kyle 
a shrewd observer of children and draws them with a light b 
discerning touch. She has a happy knack of giving a recog 
nisable portrait even of a very minor character in a few bri 
often humorous sentences. Her adult characters, while nev 

obtrusive are no less well drawn than her children and thei 
mutual relations are natural and credible. ‘There is freshnes 
and humour in her wrting—her plot is reasonably good and an 
seemingly incredible features can be explained by the remote 
ness of the scene and the known oddities of her characters 
The story begins well, moves slowly at first with increasin; 
tension, against a solid background of most varied interest t 
a crisis which is satisfactorily resolved and everything thet 
neatly finished off—a general scheme which most children wil 
appreciate. 


E.R.W 
LOvVI 1 - M. No Other children. Illus. 
by R. Kennedy. 223 pp. 8 & 5}. Faber 8/6 | , 
Mr. and Mrs. Corson had intended to take their holiday 
alone and had chosen the seaside place accordingly. Event 


forced them to include their two children in the party and 
as no other children seemed to be staying at the resort, th 
two were thrown on their own resources. How they found 
friends, occupation and excitement, leading to an interestin; 
and unusual holiday is told in a convincing and entertaining 
manner. James and Felicity are real children, strongly dit 
ferentiated but making a very good and well-balanced pai: 
Felicity has vigour and initiative and an original outlook o1 








HF ar 
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_ life and her place in it, while James is sensible and though 
th he co-operates,, he exercises a restraining influence on his siste 
si Che story is well-told with natural dial . The book might 
ae be read with advantage by some parents in view of its sug 
gestive slant on the child-parent relationshi 


6, ( | Norris, P. I. The Cranstons at Sandly Bay. 
S| Illus. by M. Kaye. 186 pp. 73 5. 


cte Hollis and Carter : ; é, 6/- 


hi This is a pleasant tale of a rather unusual hol 
le should appeal t 


o boys and girls of 10-13, particularly if 


have Scout or Guide interests. It concerns the eftorts of 


ecor four young Cranstons to make enough money to take the trom 
we Sandly Bay, the overcrowded seaside resort to which thei 
en parents have sent them, to Cornwall, for the type of holid 
we they really enjoy. ‘They all show itive and enterprise 
hnes though one feels that hei s would ly have bec 
y= attended with such immediate good fortune in real life. | 
ail gage-carrying, baby ‘minding, winning sandcastl my} 

ats (is It quite fair to disguise oneself in order to win a second and 
ones third time ?), and the selling of the elder girl’s water-colours, 
st t result in a net profit, after four weeks, of “ close on £100!” 
thet There IS a spice of mystery and idvet ture to give added interest 
wil to the story. 


The stvle is at times a | tle stil l, 
RW lightly sketched in, but the drawings (particularly the dust 


ket design) well suit a book for light holiday reading. 


: . O'CLERY, H. Spring Show. Illus. by B. 
en Chornborough. 254 pp. 7} 5. Collins 8/6 
vent t 


an This is a sequel o Sparks Fly and has the same 


+ the quality, like a good slice of life cut from one of the less familia 
"ae sections. It has thrilling moments and the run of the action. 
atten centring round the preparations of the large O’Mea 

‘ining and indeed ot the entire vill ige, I the yvreat Dublin Show 

\ dit lively and varied. ‘| he family have a pl bald pony to train Tor 
; pait It, while around them goes on the spinning and weaving, churn 
ok cx ing and baking for the adult entries. “There is breadth and 


depth to the picture, but 1 feel I want to say to the author, 
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hurry up and learn the business of judgment and select 
pruning and revision, so that what you have to say gets h 
at once and with full force to your readers. 

As in her earlier book, all these things are needed he 
strengthen the consistency. Characterisation is loose and 
conversation often lacks point and sheds too little light on 
on iker. In the early pages, where the reader has to pick 
and identify a family of eight children, there is even confus 


as to ages npn are vital in view of the entry for the sh 
for which tl > pony’ s rider has to be under eleven on a spe 
date. There is a downright contradiction of Francis’s 


(see pp. 11 and 21) and by my talendialieies even Joseph wo 
have been too old when May came. 
The illustrations are well suited to rok text. They h 
a genuine quality which is rare and delight ; but they, t 
could with advantage have been scamsiend | in depth. 
Eleanor Gral 


PRINGLE, P. (Ed). The Boy’s Book of Cricket. 
Illus. 192 pp. 10 « 7. Evans. 10/6 


There is room for many different kinds of books abx 
cricket and this volume, made up as it is of snippets of info 


ation about the history and practice of the game has its pl 
The many action photographs are of a high standard but 
two or three insipid cricket stories with tl 
1, 
Al 


leir very inferior | 
awings could very well have been left out = I imagine t 
young readers who appreciate the The os 1atter in the be 
will pass the stories by with a sniff. The paper and general 

pearance ot! the book is poor. 

H.J.B.\ 


PULLEIN- THOMPSON, D. The Pennyfields. 
Illus. by R. Kennedy. 190 pp. 73 5. 
Collins ; ; . 8/6 
This is a delightful story, told with spirit, humour, ar 
a genuine feeling for the beauty of words and of the Engl 
countryside. The sever young Pennyfields, slapdash and hap 
go-lucky, yet immensely serious in their endeavours to do t 


right thing and to earn enough money to buy the long-covet 
pony and 
Scholar Farm Useful Service,” ready to do anything f: 


horse, canoe and shotgun, organize Peace S ast 


“é 














HE 
if 
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ridding their neighbour’s barns of rats, to typing novels for 
would-be authors. They enable the police to catch some jewel- 
thieves, not by the precocious cleverness so common among 
children in the books of today, but more or less by chance. 
There is no wild improbability about their money-making efforts 

in fact, nearly every attempt is attended by disaster, very 
natural where inexperience and_high spirits are combined, as 
in this family. It is left to their father, returning from abroad, 
to help them realize their cherished ambitions. Charaterization 
is good; the moods and ups and downs of family life are well 
shown. 

The appeal is on the whole to the more sophisticated type 
of young reader, but this is not so exclusively a “pony book” 
as are most of the Pullein-lhompson’s; children of ten to 
fifteen with a liking for jolly families and their animal pets, 
with a country setting, will enjoy knowing these ‘“cheery- 
hearted, happy people,” to quote ten-year-old Paul, the rising 
young poet of the family. , M. E. EI 


ROBINSON, M. A House of their own. Illus. by 


N. I. Cannon. 210 pp. 73 x 5. Oxford 6/- 


Here is an author who knows something of working-class 
people’s lives in these days of post-war upheaval and crowded 
housing conditions. She also loves and understands children 
and is able to see the world through their eyes. 

The Brown family, returning from an unfortunate farm 
ing venture in South Africa, have to share very cramped 
quarters with relations, and the efforts of the children to help 
find “‘a house of their own,” to earn money towards it, and 
to settle down to the routine of their L.C.C. school life, is 
very well depicted. ‘There is a real warm-hearted sympathy 
between the members of this family, and all are distinct pet 
sonalities, from Nicholas, the little four-year-old, to Mrs. 
Venables, the sharp-tongued yet kindly “ Gran’ma.” ‘There 
is a good study of a “ problem” child in Jimmy, the ten-year- 
old boy who gets into trouble and is taken before the Juvenile 
Court. All ends happily, and a new beginning is made when 
at last the longed-for house is found. 

This is a worth-while story, simply told; children of about 
nine to twelve will follow it understandingly. 

M. E. Ellis 















STEVENSON, R. L. 
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Treasure Island. Illus. 
by Mervyn Peake. 244 pp. 8} 5. 





I ( 


I doubt whether the publishers of this edition eve: 
tended it for the use of young readers. Its cover is not 
tractive; its wrapper is interesting but not by any means 
viting to anyone but an adult; and the illustrator cannot 
one moment be thought of as the best for the purpose any m 
than he was for Grimm’s [lousehold Tales. This is not 
suggest that the pictures will not arrest a child’s attention, 
is it to deny the artist’s brilliant draughtsmanship and his ext 
ordinary imagination. It may be said that this is a sinis 
book or that certain of its characters are sinister and tl 
Mervyn Peake’s drawings are equally sinister. It may be s 
that children like the grotesque. I doubt whether they w 
like these drawings but I nevertheless hope that librarians w 
include this edition in their libraries. Careful experimentati 
among their young readers may lead to some discoveries as 
what they really do like and why, in the illustration of book 

H.J.B.W 


STREATFIELD, N. Fhe Painted garden. Illus. 





by Ley Kenyon. 320 pp. 8 x 5}. Collins 8 

I find this quite the best thing Noel Streatfield has yet do: 
for children, richer even than Ballet Shoes, and that is saying 
something ! 

We all know her for a born storyteller, with a touch 
genius in writing about children. She is always good fun, ga 
mischievous and—yes, warm-hearted. 

Everyone knows some plain, difficult, undistinguished Ja: 
like the heroine of this book. Practically everyone likes to know | 
the inner workings of the Film world, and there can be fe 
children who would not be thrilled to be picked out—even 
it was only for a scowl—to play a part in a big film. (Th 
was a film of The Secret Garden). In almost any hands the 
would go a long way to making a successful story, and whi 
Noel Streatfeild’s will certainly be very successful, these a 
only contributory factors. What counts at least as much is tl 
quality she gives it by virtue of her own personality, her wii 


experience. Behind the exuberance, there is as much thoug! 
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and skill as she would have given to a book for her adult read- 
ers. She writes in good faith, presenting her material at just the 
right level, understanding so well where inexperience will appre- 
ciate explanations, facts, a new point of view ; satisfying but 
never teasing nor tantalising. I have never seen her writing to 


te better effect than in the last few pages otf her chapter on the 
ee Santa Fe Trail. 

ot A characteristic which must carry her near the hearts of 
— little girls is her uncommon knowledge of their private lives. 
net Nice mothers know about them but not, as a rule, casual grown- 
a ups ; yet here is such a famous person as the author who has 
ext been an actress on the stage, who has film stars and ballet 
ows dancers and circus people as her friends, exposing them with a 


y= sympathetic but light hearted understanding which gives a spec 
( . ° ° ° ° : : ° 
, ial thrill to the fascination of the story of plain Jane’s triumph. 
es ee 

It would have been easy in this for Miss Streatfeild to sweep 


Jaen the reader emotionally off her feet and up to that gay soph 
ihe isticated world of film stars, but that she resolutely avoids. 
ntatl I wish she had made Tim a little older. He feels ten oi 
5 as eleven and, at that, would have been more convincing as 
book pianist. “The change would not have interfered materially with 
J.B the family relationship as, instead of Jane’s being middle be 
tween him and the pretty 12-year old sister who is going to be 
a ballet dancer, she would have been the plain youngest, still 
8 /f at a disadvantage beside the two budding geniuses. (And it 
dos such families are rare—well, the author must have some lic 
savine ence.) I was sorry about ‘Peaseblossom’ and felt the satire ot 
that piece of characterisation had no real place here. The 
uch < readers will be perfectly aware of the mockery. For all the rest, 
n, ga however, Thank you, Miss Streatfeild ! 
The illustrations, by the way, are really not good enough 
d Jar for such a story. Eleanor Graham 
» kn \ 
me i 'HOMPSON, J. P. Plenty of ponies. Illus. by 
“Th Anne Bullen. 190 pp. 73 5. Collins 87/6 
s the It becomes increasingly difficult to find anvthing fresh to 
| whi say about “pony” stories, nearly all of which follow prescribed 
se 4 lines: upper-middle-class children own and look after thei: 
1 is tl ponies, go hunting, attend either pony club meetings or take 
r wk part in special classes at horse shows, and generally have a few 
houg! mild adventures from which all emerge happily. It is greatly 
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to the credit of Miss Pullein- Thompson that she holds 
interest and makes a likeable story, for those who are 
interested in riding, out of the doings of the five boys and 
who harass the lives of their long-suffering parents. A | 
time may be had in this author’s practised hands ; one 1 
at any rate fell for a terrier admirably named Extra ; and 
Anne Bullen’s illustrations are up to standard. 

Lorna L 


‘TREADGOLD, M. The Polly Harris. Illus. by P. 


Marriott. 318 pp. 8x 5}. Cape . . »¥ 


Rather involved, with many false trails and occas! 
doubts as to the existence of any mystery at all, this story 
gives a reasonable picture of children’s reactions in such 
cumstances. The style is vigorous and carries the story w 
even when the action is suspended. “Though David’s glo 
and strangeness are somewhat exaggerated the other charact 
possess life and personality. The ending is rather unexpect 
though the reader is prepared for something unusual. It 1s 
pity that Miss Treadgold seems sometimes to strain after eff: 
by using unlikely similes and expressions which jar on the re 
er through their unsuitability. Apart from this blemish t! 
is a good story. 


E.R.’ 
TREASE, G. The Young Traveller in India and 
Pakistan. Illus. 160 pp. 74 x 5. Phoenix 
House ; ; 7 


The Young Traveller Series is now well-established. A 
equately describing in much detail the everyday life and custor 
of the country, Mr. Trease’s facile pen takes his charges mert 
along with their father on his film-making tour .  Criticisn 
this and the other titles in the series should be confined t 
question of whether the books achieve their purpose, whi 
would seem to be to pack as much information as possible in 
permitted space. They all do this and in a readable fashi 
Whether the sugared pill method adopted is the best for th 
purpose I doubt and perhaps a story with fewer facts and mo 
atmosphere would give a more lasting impression of the cour 
tries concerned. 

H.J.B.V 
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ASE, G. No Boats on Bannermere. Illus. 


by R. Kennedy. 254 pp. 8 « 5. Heinemann = 8/6 


This is a slight affair, exciting, with a big  blustering 
villain and four bright schoolchildren who bring him to justice. 
lhe scene is laid in the Lake District but the local colour is too 


thin to be very distinctive. “There are some refreshing touches 
as, for instance, a more realistic relationship between Bill and ° 
his mother than usually gets into a children’s story. There is 


an interesting picture of a headmaster, and Miss Florey is re- 
freshing too, though not quite so credible, as the new head- 
mistress, lately a distinguished archaeologist in Greece. 

The story is told through the mouth of a 14-year old boy 
which certainly makes for speed and raciness in the telling, 
Bill himself is alive and vigorous—but then he speaks for him 
self. “The other boy and the girls are less substantial, and Bill’s 
sister bobs up when something is required of her with rathe: 
the effect of one of the lesser puppets in a Punch and Judy show. 
The plot is good as far as it goes but will not stand much 
probing. As the author could have made a much better book 
out of the material, I was left wondering what is good enough 
for children ? 

Eleanor Graham 


(REASE, G. Fortune my foe: the story of Sir 


Walter Raletgh. Illus. by N. Meredith. 
179 pp. 7&4 & 5. Methuen . . 8/6 
“Every schoolboy knows,” as Macaulay would say, that 
Sir Walter Raleigh put down his cloak for Queen Elizabeth 
to walk on, that he made tobacco popular in this country, and 
that after long years in the Tower, writing his ‘“ History of 
the World,” he ended his life upon the block. Not so many 
would have much idea of the character of the man himself, 
or of his relations with other famous people of his day. It 
is to fill up the background, by making the Tudor world live 
as a colourful story, and by showing how a man can develop 
trom irresponsible boyhood to power and maturity, that 
Geoffrey Trease has written this book, one of the first in the 
new “ Story-Biography”’ series. As one would expect with 
this author, it is well written, but one doubts whether boys will 
be thrilled by it. Perhaps a book which is neither imaginary 














tion nor completely factual biography falls between 
stools. There are dull patches, but where swift actio 
naval battles or in exploration) is described, or original | 
and Sir Walter’s own poems are quoted, the book be 
more alive, and towards the end it reads as a sincerely n 
story. The pre irious nature of life at Elizabeth’s co 
well described, and the desire for new knowledge and 
} 


horizons, both physical and mental, will appeal to growing 
The drawings, from portraits in the National Po 
Briti h \Iuseum, are ext ‘llent. 


| “sé > } ) 
‘I known Bovhood ot Ral 


, | 
Gallery, and prints in tl 
er a ae Bae yr 
Ket, with its design of the w 

l 
would look better in more pleasant colouring than the n 


vellow and brown chosen. M. E 


‘TREVOR, \I The Forest and the Kingdom 


Illus. by Philip Hepworth. 222 pp. 
5 5. Faber 

This really exciting cloak-and-sword story of revolt 
Insula, one of the leading nations of the World Dionysus, 0; 


with a swing and never looks back from that moment onw 

Meredith, lame son of the King of Insula, is turned out of 
palace by Prosperitan rebels, sold for ninepence at a p 

auction at a street corner, and carried off (literally) by a st 

rebel, Mory, who seems to be of a different type from the 
of the mob. ‘This is not really surprising, as he is the art 
member of the rebel roval family, and soon manages to | 
\leredith over to the care and attention of rebel relati 
Before this happens, Mory and Meredith have had many ad 
tures, and afterwards, when Meredith’s father is dead and 
boy is King, Mory continues to help him handle the gal 


Dukes and noblemen, rebel and otherwise, who surro 


ot 


and confuse him, until he returns to his happy wandering 
again. 

This is a romantic and adventurous tale, written with g 
and practice. The author has a quick wit, and a gift for n 
ing us see character without being told about it. I stro 
recommend this imaginary-historical book to historic 
minded boys and girls, who will read it breathlessly and e1 
also the line illustrations, the end-papers (sketch map of 
world Dionysus) and the genaeological tree of the Royal H 
of Morwen. 
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VENTTECLAYE, M. L. Simone and the Lily- 
whites. 5 & 74. 250 pp. Museum Press 6/— 

This is a charming story with an unusual setting—the 
French colony of Martinique. Simone’s father, going to France 
on business, leaves his pretty, spoilt little daughter in the care 
of a negress, Fifi Lilywhite, who has seven daughters of her 
own. ‘The problems of a little white girl in this menage are 
handled with sympathy and understanding. 

The central figure of the book is Fifi, an endearing darkie, 
wise, kindly and colourful. “ It was a pleasure to look at her,” 
says the author, and I believe her. It would have been easy 
to produce a caricature of a coal black mammy. This tempta- 
tion has been resisted, and instead here is a full-length portrait 
executed in detail. Her large brood, although more: lightly 
sketched, are not less attractive. 

This book is not a major achievement. Its construction 
is casual, and some improbabilities of plot are hard to swallow. 
It has personality, however, and this rare quality gives it a 
value beyond that of literary merit. The translation, by Rose 
Fyleman, is fluent, although one hears, as is only right, the 
Gallic intonation in many turns of phrase. The illustrator has 
come near to catching the illusive quality of the story, but 
neither author nor artist are helped by unimaginative layout 
and inadequate production. 

M. S. Crouch 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


ApAMS, H. The Adventures of Looking. Illus. 
136 pp. 10 « 7. Bell. . : . 12/6 


Hervey Adams’ book has the air of a lightning tour of 
all the sights. A great number of subjects are pointed out 
but before one has time for more than a glance, our guide 
hurries us on to the next. True the subjects are related be 
cause one needs eyes to see them. But that is a slender thread 
upon which to hang a string of such diverse matters as the 
anatomy of trees, the aspirations of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, the characteristics of Chinese painting, nut- 
shell summaries of Egyptian, Greek and Gothic cultures, the 





GE 164 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELI 


Impressionist theory ot colour, stone walls In the Cotswolds 
thoughts on rhythm, form and colour (the word “‘colours’ 
would have been more appropriate, but there was, of course 
no time for this all-important distinction), art in commerce 


irt as an aid in education, and a theory, neatly bottled into 
diagram, showing the process by which the creative spirit gives 


1 (painlessly ?) to a work of art. 


not surprise were it not 
ie author’s prose (often of an excellent fluency) leads 
oO expect something more sustained. 


Such hurried treatment might 


r tt 


But these objections must not blind one to the book’s pos 


qualities. Mr. Adams enjoyed his art-training and in th 


his experiences appeals tor greater use of objectis 
leparture in educational studies, for a clearer detin 

ling’, for lessons in looking and the practice 
of making colour-notes He pays due tribute 


Claud Gellee. One of the best chapters tells of his learning 


to that piones 


to enjoy contemporary art despite its often uninviting aspect 
All these are points of interest to art-students. 

[t is a well produced book and the illustrations are aptly 
selected. They include some of the author’s own watercolours 


bravely indiscreet in the company of Raphael, Cez 


y 
>: 
ul d | icasso. 


ALLEN, A. The Story of your home. Illus. by 
\.& J. Allen. 184 pp. 8 5}. Faber. //6 
The whole story of the developn ent of the English hom« 
most primitive habitations of pre historic times to the 
modern buildings of steel and concrete is here described 
in great detail and with a wealth of simple easily understood 
ill istrations. | he 


reasons governing special constructions are 
well brought out and there are many interesting little sidelights 
upon the derivation of names and expressions and considerable 
lives, dress and habits of 
! period of our history. Child 
ren will delight in such scraps of knowledge as the origin of 
the word “window” or the expression 


. 
ition 1s given about the daily 
people in all walks of life in eacl 


“eating humble pie’. 
compression without being 
style is conversational and straightforward 


Ihe book is a masterpiece ot 
dull o1 stilted. The 
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and avoids any sentimental approach, the author rightly re 
| } 


ing that children in general are quite eager to learn and that in 


l g 
formation interesting in its ow g needs no s co g, 
Ihe publisher’s blurb, usually suspect, does the book n re 
than justice, and it can be recommended as useful non-fiction {fo1 


ill schools and libraries. 


ROWN, R. H. Saltwater Summer. Illus 


by John Worsley. 192 pp. 73 5. Collins $/6 
Thoroughly to understand this story one needs to know 
a good deal about fishing boats and their handling, but even 
readers who do not possess this ment | eq lpment Will e€nyo 
a book which has such sterling qualities as this one. Don 
Morgan and his friend Tubby set out f is] 
not for fun, but to earn money they badly need. ‘They h 
varied success, some incidental and thrilling adventures and 
a dificult period when, through misunderstanding, they part 


company. Chey come together rain | nh | ing 





g g ex 
perience. 
The story is valuable for its strength d lity 
has substance and the validity of obvious personal k1 ledg 


It is a ‘he-man’s’ book, an inspiring struggle with nature, it 
which mistakes are followed by inevitable penalties and wh 


the qualities of endurance, courage, resourcefulness, and 
loyalty are all essential, not only to success, b 
[Though on account of its rather specialised subject the st 
may not have quite such a general appeal its predecessor, 
Starbuck Valley Winter, in which the same hero ap} 

yet the type of book which should be ivailable to 1] old 
boys if only to counteract the unrealities, untrut] ck 
heroics so frequently offered them today. E.R.W 


HAPMAN, D. H. The Further adventures of 
Farmer Jim. IUllus. by Elizabeth Wright 
159 pp. 8 x 5. Harrap. ; . 6/- 


It would be dificult to exaggerate tl oo » We 
Jim’s stories hold for any 1 vhose own roots are in t! 
ntryside. Their narration ses naturally in course of ¢ 
rsation gentle 1 nind is en 1 

their rich diversity, transcending pure fiction to a deg 
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ealistic, sometimes sceptical approach and a playing down of 
extravagant expectations. In the end a reasonable, believable 
treasure is found and the little romance develops in a pleasant 


inner which will appeal to older girls 
E.R.W 


Oxford Junior Encyclopedia Vol. 3. Thi 
Universe. Illus. 496 pp. 10 « 74. Oxford 30/- 


Having dealt with Mankind in Volume One of this ex 
tremely useful work, the editors now display to us the universe 
n which mankind revolves. Some countries in this world could 
with advantage have been given more and some less attention, 
and while such cities as Birmingham and Manchester are in- 
luded such places as Sheftield, though of equal importance in 
different fields of industry are omitted. Omission is obviously 
inevitable but it would be interesting to know on what basis 
the omissions and inclusions have been made. Despite small 
criticisms, however, it is obvious that when this work is com- 
plete it will be of immense value in our new Modern Secondary 
Schools. 

H.JI.B.W 


TURNER, A. C. Mr. Buchan, writer. 114 pp 


1x41 SCM | 5 /- 

Here is an admirable account of Jokn Buchan’s lite lt 
traces his path through Oxtord, the Law, South Atri i, the 
Directorate of Information in the 1914-18 war, Parliament and 
n to Ottawa and the crown of his crowded life with his 
ippointment as Governer-General ot Canada. I liked the des 
iption of his early years in Fife, Tweedale and Glasgow, when 
is a son of the manse, he received an education “at once cult 


ured and practicable” and enjoyed a respect “wholly dependent 


on the performance of duties.”” Mr. Turner’s book gratified 
my curiosity concerning the enormously wide range of John 
Buchan’s experience so very much evident in his books, caused 
me to read two of the novels which i had overlooked and 
spurred me on to embark on his life of Montrose. I imagine 
it may have similar effects on other Buchan fans. I feel how 
ever, that Mr. Turner’s text demanded a better format than his 
publishers have seen fit to give him. 

‘ Bt 
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REYNOLDS, E. E. Edmund Burk: 96 pp. 
7} 44. SCM : , 5 


Burke's life, devoted as it was to great, honourable 


ist causes must have been, | suspect, a difficult one to pi 
nsions of the $.C.M. series. The passages fron 
yreat speec hes with their State ly rhetori should be an inspi 
yn to older readers of grammar school standard. Howeve 
ear that the necessity, unavoidable in a book of this type, 
listing many dates and of indicating something at least of t 
ntricate political cross-currents of Burke’s time results in 
picture W hi h never q ute comes alive. 
J. B. Fergu 


Ward, A. C. Enjoying Paintings. Illus. 149 pp. 
, 5. Phoenix House : : . 8 

Or first excursion into the world of art and one’s f 
visit to an art gallery are liable to be bewildering and exhaus 
Ing experiences \Ir. W d’s book has its object to introdu 


yung people to the world of art and to show them how, 


I nil to cnjoy W ver qualities the painting possess 
t rst Impression was unfavourable, they may come 
id all i f painting, whoever the painter, wh 
the subject, treatment, dat r nationality. This is 
laudable ai but it is inevitable that in treating of e 
t European school of painting from prehistoric Alt 
te lern si lism, the account of each school shoul 
lso certain individual artists such as Van G 
. il pag o themselves, the slightness is aggrav 


by lack of balance \gain, especially since his book is writt 
yung people, Mr. Ward might have done better to ave 


ntion of certain questions such as the distinction betwee 


issic and romantic painters. Such questions are impossibl 
to deal with adequately in the short space the author pern 


“ie 
himself. 
Allow ng tor the \ lin ita ions, howe, T, the book offe 


very readable preliminary tour of the subject and should mak 


appro ch t irt easie! and more enjovable To! beginn« 


who intend | o embark on a more detailed study of paint 


ings. MIr. Ward writes with evident enjoyment himself 
} Y ! 


in places his comments are concise and colourful as when 
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writes of Paul Nash: “In some of his paintings Paul Nash’s 

dream world looks a cleanly-geometrical place, a sort of super- 

natural timber-yard which a team of hard-working and con- 

scientious invisible char-women might be imagined to keep con 
stantly swept and garnished.” 

The 27 plates, of which four are in colour, are well chosen. 

D. Rogers 


PASSED TO YOU 


(Some Books passed from the Adult to the Intermediate 
Library) 


PAGE, E. Wilderness adventure. Low . . 10/6 


The search for a girl who has been carried off by unknown 
Indians, a project to explore and annex the unknown wilder- 
ness to the south west of Virginia and a background of wai 
make the themes of this exciting but rather involved novel of 
America in 1742. The trail is a long one, to the south of Amer- 
ica, to Englarid and France and back again, but there is a good 
map on which the various routes are marked. There is a slight 
love interest and the story is suitable for older adolescents of 
both sexes. 


PARRISH, A. A Clouded star. Heinemann . 9/6 

Harriet Tubman was a negress who escaped from slavery 

and thereafter dedicated her life to the work of helping others 

of her people to escape. ‘This is an imaginary story of a journey 

by ‘Underground Railroad’ where Moses, as she was called, 

led nine slaves, through danger and hardship, to freedom. It 

is a story of incredible courage and determination and is recom- 
mended for young adolescents. 


VHIRKELL, A. Peace breaks out. 

Ham. Hamilton ; ; . 10/- 
This novel in which Mrs. Thirkell displays her customary 

vivacity, gaiety and wit, deals with a small section of county 

society and the repercussions of peace upon its activities and in- 

terests.. It is an entertaining story and may be recommended 

for older adolescent girls who can appreciate subtle humour and 

delicate interplay and dissection of characters. 
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WHIPPLE, D. Because of the Lockwoods. 


Murray. , ' , . 10 


The theme of this story, which is set partly in a Fren 
school and partly in North England, is the rebellion of a you 
girl against the limitations of poverty and the unpleasant patr: 
age of a wealthier family. The characterisation, especially 
Thea’s ineffective mother and of Oliver Reade, is well di 
and interesting, and though it is Oliver rather than Thea wu 
brings success to her revolt, this will not invalidate the st 
nor lessen its appeal for older giris. “The atmosphere seems 
times overweighted by class consciousness and snobbery, but t 
moral is plain enough to be absorbed. 
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For the Children | 


The perfect Birthday or “any occasion” gift is a } 
subscription to Harrods Children’s Library, where, 
among the 8,000 volumes, they will find exciting 
new friends and all their old favourites. 


Children’s Library, Second Floor 


HARRODS LTD LONDON SW! 
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It Won't Look After Itself 


that library, which should be the most useful apparatus of 
education at the teacher’s disposal, and it may be some 
time before fully trained “ teacher-librarians” are every 
where available. Meanwhile your school library being 
fully exploited as an instrument of education? The 
Junior Bookshelf makes the task of selection easier. 
Make sure you also have a copy of— 


THE LIBRARY IN EDUCATION 


by R. G. Ralph, a practical manual covering all aspects 
of school library work from the point of view of the 
classroom teacher as well as from that of the school 
librarian. Cr. 8vo cloth 7s. 6d. net 


TURNSTILE PRESS 





























WOODFIELD AND STANLEY 


WE SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO CLAIM 
that our service is perfect ; that we can 
supply you with any book you want, 
but that time is not yet. Nevertheless 
we are at present feelitig rather pleased 
with ourselves because we are able, at 
this moment, to.supply from stock no 
less than six hundred titles, and ninety 
per cent of them we are proud to have 
available. every publisher’s catalogue 
is examined very carefully because we 
do not want to miss anything that 
seems to be worth-while. It will pay 
you to ask for our stock lists which we 
send out regularly. 


KIRKBURTON - HUDDERSFIELD 











The Stanley Press Lid., 27 Bradford Road, Dewsbury. 











